MET HODISM 


BRIEFLY STATED, 
IN THREE LETTERS TO A FRIEND. 
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Dear Sir 


LTLhat the late change which has taken 
place in my opinions and conduct, should have 
afforded matter of surprize to you and some others 
of my friends, is no more than I expected. But that 
you in particular should express so much concern 
on the occasion, that you should even dispute the sin- 
cerity of my intentions, and attempt to intimidate 
me from pursuing the course I have begun, by 
painting in such glaring colours the consequences 
which you suppose likely to result from so sudden and 
unexpected an event, is to me like wise a source of 
uneasiness. I do not understand why you should be 
sorrowful on an occasion which yields me the most 
abundant joy and satisfaction; yet it is more strange 
that you should reflect upon the sincerity of my in- 
tentions, when at the same time you assure me that 
I am pursuing a line of conduct which must inevita- 
bly ex pose me to the ridicule of a great part of my 
friends, and the contempt of the gay and fashionable 
circles of society. IN 

To satisfy your doubts, to lessen your astonishment, 
and to prevent the necessity of any future appli- 
cation to me on the subject, I will lay before you 
as briefly as I well can, the causes which have con- 
tributed to effect this change, and open to you the 
real state of my mind with respect to matters which 


I conceive of the first 8 to be believed and 


attended to. After which you are at liberty to make 
your own comments, and to put any constructior.s 
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| you please on what I shall have offered to your 
| consideration. 
You cannot have been ignorant that I was at an 
early period of my life, initiated into the first prin- 
(| ciples of Religion; and as I was designed for the 
{| Church during the greatest part of the time I re- 
[| mained at School, I received a suitable education. 


|  Tdevoted great th of my leisure hours to the 4 
| reading of religious books, and accustomed myself to 4 
make occasional extracts from such passages as app- 7 


eared most worthy of regard. I never neglected my 
prayers, most of which were of my own composition, 
and made it a point of reading a certain portion of 
Scripture every day. By these means I acquired an 
habit of devotion, and of serious meditation, which 
proved a source of real satisfaction, and the exercise 
of which constituted at that time one of the highest 
leasures I was capable of enjoying. By degrees 
ser when I came to mix more in society, saw 
more into the manners, dispositions and pursuits of 
mankind, and being called to the study of a profes- 
sion with which I was totally unacquainted, and very 
different from that which I had expected to have 
| been brought up to, I became less fixed in my prin- 
ciples, and the things of time and sense began to eng- 
4 ross a larger share of my attention. Soon after some of 
the writingsof the late Dr. Jebb, Mr, Lindsay's apo- 
logy, and several of Dr. Priestley's works upon the - 
subject of natural and revealed Religion, were put 
into my hands, The reasoning cantained in these 
books seemed so plausible and eyen convincing to 
my mind, that I tound no difficulty in rejecting as 
false andynreasonable many of those opinions which 
T had hitherto held sacred; J even ridiculed the 
doctrines of original sin, the atonement and justifi- 
Fationby faith with many others. In short I became 
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a perfect socinian. As such I could no longer in 
conscience join with the service ofthe Church; and! 
prudential motives preventing me from attending 


the unitarian Chapel, I went to no place of public 
worship at all. 


I had not long adopted these principles, before 


an opportunity occurred to me of reading Helvetius, 
anda few ofthe deistical writings of Voltaire. These 
together with the conversation of some individuals 
of a similiar persuasion, presently wrought in me 
another change. I rejected now the authority of 
the Scriptures entirely, looked upon every attempt 
to establish a revelation as an imposition on the cre- 
dulity of mankind, and no sooner saw myself freed 
from the shackles of Christian ity, than I vainly ap- 
plauded my courage in having at lengthshaken off 
the prejudices of education, and triumphed in my 
own Superior discernment, and what ! thought were 
more just and rational views of nature. I continued 
in this statè of mind for some years, when one day I 
accidentally took up a book published by the cele- 
brated Neckar on the importance of religious opi- 
niens. The high repute in which this author was 
held bothat homeand abroad as prime minister and 
as a statesman, induced me to give it a perusal. I 
soon Percely ed the superior elegance of stile, and the 
spirit and energy with which it was written. The 
candour and liberality of sentiment which ran thro? 
the whole of it, recommended it strongly to my most 
serious attention. On reflection I began tosee the 
errors I had been led into, his arguments convinced 
me of the beneficial influence of religion on our hap- 
piness, and on our conduct, and of its indispensible 
connection with public order and security. But then 
tho* my mind was convinced of the truth of these 
principles, yet I wanted power and resolution to 
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reduce them to practice. I wanted an adequate 
motive to produce the effect. The efforts of unas- 
sisted reason I knew were ineffectual, the passions 


- were strong, the temptations to indulge them nume- 


rous and enticing. Even the constant avocations 
of business co- operated to divert my thoughts into 
other channels, thus however good my inclinations 
might have been, the voice of conscience was sti- 
fled, and I once more relapsed into a state of indiff- 


erende, and lived as without God in the world. 


The last March reading as was my custom the 
Analytical Review, my attention was directed to the 
character of a book of Which the most honourable 
mention was made; and the extracts there quoted; 
and which I perused with seriousness, impressed me 
with an idea of its extraordinary merit. I imme- 
diately ordered the. work, which was Paleys evid- 
.ences of Christianity ; and tho' I presently procured 
it, yet, from one cause or another, it lay by me some 
time unopened from that time till the beginning 
of september. During the preceding month, I had 
had several conversations with some friends on the 
subject of religion in general; the exercises of my 
professional duties afforded me an opportunity of 
assoc iating a good deal with people among the Me- 
thodists, who were kind and free enough to commu- 
nicate to me their sentiments on matters of this 
nature, I began to think they were more com- 
fortable and happy under the influence of their 
opinions than I was under the influence of mine, 
that their life was checquered with fewerevils, and 
their conduct throuchout more consistent with 
reason and virtue. Ijeven envied them their lot, 
L lamented my own inability to adopt their persua- 
sions, It Was in vain that they talked to me of the 
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comfortable assurances of the Holy Spirit, of the 
willingness of God to receive sinners, and to ans wer 
the petitions of those who come in his Sons name z 
it was to little purpose that they endeavoured to ima 
ress on my mind the efficacy df divine grace, or the 
excellence of the Christian morality, when I denied 
the authority of the records themselves from whence 
these doctrines are derived. I reasoned however 
thus with myself: the st heme of Christianity involves 
a subject of importance, it is either true or false. 
A candid enquiry into its evidences is the most likely 
way of deciding the question. I have hitherto jud- 
ged it false: but on what grounds? Have Icons idered 
attentively the nature and number of its evidences? 
I am sensible I have not, I have only taken a partial 
and superficial view of the subject, and from a know- 
| ledge of this part I have condemned the whole; in 
other words because I could not reconcile certain 
parts to my own reason, because I could not reduce 
them to a level with my own understanding, and 
make them accord with my Ideas of the goodness 
and wisdom of God, I have had the audacity to re- 
Jeet the whole system as spurious. But surely this 
ind of reasoning founded on so imperfect an ac- 
uaintance with the subject itself must be altoge- 
ther unsatisfactory and inconclusive, even when 
applied to matters of inferior moment. So that in 
the present instance, I must confess I have formed 
an hasty and premature opinion, and the most 
Pele supposition is that I must be mistaken. 
will therefore re- examine the subject, and as per- 


haps both my present and future happiness are in- 
teterested in the decision, it can be esteemed no loss 


of time to give it · the most serious attention. By 
this train of reasoning I persuaded myself to apply 
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diligentiy to the work in hand. I recollectedl had 
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by rhe theevidencesof Christianity mentioned above; 

I delayed not a moment, I read, I studied, I re- 
flected, 1 perused the two volumes twice over in a 
short time. I have reason to bless the hour in which 
I first took them up. A new light of Evidence dawned 
upon my mind; a vast and unexplored field of ar- 
gument displayed itself to my view; I saw the nar- 
rowness of the human intellect, the futility of my for- 
mer reasonings, the absurdity of my fancied objections 
nd the ignorance upon which they were founded, 
and it pleased the Almighty God to make that boox 
instrumental in restoring me to a sense of duty, in 


inspiring me with new and purer sentiments of Reli- 


gion, and in establishing my faith on a foundation 
which shall not be shaken, and against which, I am 
well persuaded the gates of Hell shall never be 
able to prevail. 7 BY 


Having therefore satisfied myselfof the authenticity 
and divine authority of the Hory Scrxrerores, and 
of the truths of the doctrine contained in them, my 
next business seem'd to be to study attentively and 
methodically the New Testament, as being that 
portion of Scripture most material for us, as Chritians 
to know and understand, and afterwards to read the 
Prophets, whose writings bear a closer connection 
with, and more frequent allusions to Christ and the 
objects of his mission, than any of the other books of 


the Old Testament. This being done taking care at 


the same time to offer up fervent petitions to thethrone 
of grace, that God would grant me the assistance of 
his holy gpirit, to fit my mind for the reception of re- 
vealed truth, I then thought it my duty to consider 
as impar tially: as I could the particnlar nature and 
design, of those doctrines of which the Bible gives an 
account. By this means I might be able to compare 
them with the avowed tenets and opinions of different 


d ects of Christians amongst us, being resolved to unite 
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myself with that sect, whose mode of faith and con- 


duct sho uld appear to me most conformable, to the 
general tenor of the Gospel dispensation. 


After mature deliberation, and I may truly say, 
unawed by fear of what I might lose, and uninflu- 
enced by the hope of worldly gain, I embrace Me- 
thodism. The reason which determined me, you 
will see explained in the two following letters. 


In the mean time rest assured that I shall never 
cease to respect the church as establihed by law, pray 
for its prosperity, and partake gladly as occasion of- 
fers in its ordinances, May the God of Heaven and 
Earth, enlizhten with his wisdom the King of these 
Realms; and may vital religion, solid liberty, pub- 
lic or der, and inflexible loyalty reign in every heart, 
and animate every soul, 


I am 
your sincere friend, 


In a few diyr the second and third letters will 
be published. 


— 
— — 
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I am aware that all the different sects 
into which Christianity is divided, profess to deri ve 
their respective tenets from the Scriptures, and 
appeal to these alone for the proof of the doctrines 
they advance. But this diversity of opinions is ea- 
sily accounted ſor, if we consider the numerous pre⸗ 


judices we necessarily imbibe in our younger years, 


and from which men of the most liberal education 
and enlightened understanding are not exempt. 

We form our ideas of things before we are capable 
of judging of the truth, or propriety of them; 
and this prepossession 1s apt to contract our minds, 


darken our understandings, and is often so fixed 


and rivetted as to withstand the clearest evidence. 

Moreover worldly interest sometimes interposes 
its baneful influence, and sooner than tesign any of 
those alluring prospects it flattersus with, we wil- 


fully shut our eyes against the light, refusing to lis- 


ten to the voice of the charmer, charm he never s 


wisely. Others again actuated by pure motives; 


but erring from an incorrect and premature judge- 
ment makeup their minds upon the subject, without 
having studied sufficiently the records from whence 
they deduce their principles; in other words from 
a partial information, they draw a general con- 
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clusion. Some may be deterred by a sense ofchame, 


and by dread of ridicule from giving so much of 
their time and attention to matters of this kind, as to 
enable them to form a right judgement; and hav- 
ing already business enough to engage their 
thoughts, are glad of the opportunity of sheltering 
themselves under the shadow of that religion. 
whatever it may be, which their fathers professed 
before them, and in which they themselves were 
educated, and so take no farther pains or concern 
about it. 3 

It appears to me that it is the indispensible duty, 
of all those who have ability and opportunity of 
searching and examining the holy scriptures, to read 
and think for themselves. They ought by no means 
to rest content with building their faĩth upon the 
opinions of others, but are bound to investigate its 
evidences, and after having proved all things, then 
to hold fast that which is good. Being once fully 
satisfied of the authenticity of the gospel history, 
they should study with diligence the bible and at 
first the bible only, that their minds might not be 
warped by any comments or explanations which o- 
ther authors have given and which might be apt 
to bias their judgment and preclude the necessity 
of their own more sedulous exertions. This plan of 
study should be accompanied with frequent and 
fervent pra yers to the Almighty, that he would be 
pleased to vouchsafe his holy spirit to direct their 
enquiries, and to lead them in the way of truth. 
Whoever begins and perseveres in a plan of this 
kind, actuated by a sincere love of God and an ear- 
nest longing after truth, will, I apprehend, be sure 
ef succeeding in his labours; and whatever sys- 
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tera of opinions he may ultimately form, however 
he may deviate in some particular points from 
many of his brethren, such a man, I have no scru- 
ple in believing, will find favour and accep- 
tance with his God, and prove himself by his life 
and conduct a zealous and faithful disciple of Jesus 
Christ. 

Having premised thus much, I shall proceed to 


the main object of my letter, and give you my rea- 


sons in an open and unequivocal manner for my 
entering into the methodist connection. 

I would first direct your attention to a few of the 
most important doctrines taught by the method- 
ISts. 

These are, original sin; the atonement ; jus- 
tification by faith, and the new birth. By the 
first of these we are instructed to believe that man 
was created in the image of God; upright, hap- 

y and not subject to death. That he was en- 
dowed with the means of grace to continue in this 
state so long as he loved God and perse vered in 
his duty; but that at the same time he had the li- 
berty of chusing either good or evil. A blessing 


and a curse were set before him; he knew the 


conditions on which he enjoyed the former, he was 
forewarned of theinev itable certainty of the latter, 
if he deviated from the path of virtue. 

Yielding however to the suggestions and arti- 


fices of Satan, unmindful of the mercies he had re- 


ceei ved, and aspiring after new sources of happiness, 
he in time became corrupt, and his affections were 
alienated from the true God. He disobeyed the 
express command of his Creator, and in consequence 
sin, misery and death, were introduced into the 
world. For not only Adam by these means for- 
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feited the Divine favour, but his poste rity like wise 
were necessarily implicated in his guilt. All men iu 
all nations from that time to the present are born 
sinners; and as long as they remain such, are under 
the condemnation of Gods law. 

Let us see first, how this doctrine agrees with 
what the Scriptures have made known to us. And 
here I observe, that it is not a solitary text scattere d 
hererand there, in which we find this melancholy 
truth confirmed; nor is it expressed in metapho- 
rical or obscure language; it is asserted in almost 
every book, and in the most positive terms which 
language would admit; it is alluded to either di- 


rectly or indirectly throughout the whole snb- 


stance of both the old and new Testament; and it 
evidently constitutes the basis or foundation of 
most of the other doctrines of the Bible. The fol- 
lowing quotations will I apprehend prove the 
truth of what has been advanced. 

That man was originally formed upright and 
happy, is evident from the account given of the 
Creation in the first chapter of Genesis. Gen. 1. 26. 
27. 28, And God said, let us make man in our own image, 
after our likeness: and let him have dominion over the fish 
of the gea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, 
and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his own image; 
in the image of God created he him: male and female created 


he them. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, be 
fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth and subdue it: 
and have dominion over the fish of the 5ea, andover the fowl of 


the air, andover every living thing that movethupon the earth. 

And in the last verse of the same chapter we read, 
that God sat every thing that be had made, and behold it 
was very good. In the Psalms we read that God 
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nade man a little lower than the angels, ana crowned him 
with glory and honour . Thou madesf him to have dommion 
over the works of his hands ; and hast put all things under 
his feet. Psalms vIII. 5. 6. 


We find however that Adam soon deviated 
from his original righteousness, aud that the world 


through him became corrupt, Genesis 111. 6. 7. 
[9 


8. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13. 16. 17. 18. 19. And voben Ibe 
woman saw that the tree was good for food ; and that it was 


pleasant 10 the eye , and a tree to be desired to make one wise; 


she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto 
her husband with her, and he did eat. | 


And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day : and Adam and his wife bid 
themseFves from the presence of the Lord God amongst the 
trees of the garden. And the Lord God called unto Adam, 
ard said unto him, Where art thou ? And he said I heard 
hy vorce in the garden: and I was afraid, and I hid my- 
s/f. And he said, hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I 
commanded thee, that thou shouldest not eat? And the man 
$119, the woman whom thou gavest to be with me, Shi gave me 
of the tree, and Idid eat. And the Lord God gaid unto the 
woman, what is this that thou hast done? and the wonean Said 
the serpent hath beguiled me and I did eat. Unto the woman 
he gaid, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conc<ption; 
in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy destru shall 
| be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. And unto 
. Adam he said, because thou hast hearkened unto the a ice of 
thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commandec.ithee 
paying, thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy q 
Sake; in Sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy lie; [ 
Thorns also and Thistles shall it bring forth to thee ; md i 
thou 5halt eat the herb of the field ; In the sweat of thy f. ce il 
ball thou eat bread, till thou return unto, the ground; | | 


16 


for out of it watt thou taken : for duot thou art , and untg 


dust Shalt thou return. | 

Genesis VI. 5. we read that God saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that everyima- 
gination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 
verse 12. we are told that God looked upon the earth, 
end behold, it was corrupt : for all flesh Mind hit 
way upon the earth. 

We are told that The children of men are corrupt 
they have done abominable works .—that there is none that 
doeth good, —that they are all gone aside ; they are altogether 
become filthy.—that if we say we have no sin, we decerve 
eurseFves, —that there is no man that sinnethnot. 

The Scripture hath concluded all men under sin, 

that every mouth may be stopped. and all the world become 
guilty before God. We read that man drinketh Iniqui- 
ty like water ; that in us dwelleth no good thing. It was 
this consciousness of the depravity of our nature 
that made the psalmist cry out I was shapen in Ini- 
quity, and in sin did my mother concerve me. Psalms LI. 5. 
It was this that caused Isaiah to exclaim All we 
like Sheep have gone astray. we are all as an unclean thing. 
and our rigbteouonesses are as filthy rags. Isaiah L111. 
and Liv chapters. 

Jeremiah says the heart is decieitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked. a 
The Apostle Paul addressing himself to the Ro- 
mans, declares that the carnal mind is not only 
averse to what is good, and prone to what is evil, 
but is at enmity with God, and in the vir. chapter 
of his epistle to the Romans has these words I know 
that in me, (that is, in my flesh, ) dwelleth no good thing; 
for to will is present with me; but how to perform that 
-wobich is good, I find not. For the good that Twould, I do 
nit; but the evil which I would not, that I do. Now if 1 
ad that I world not, it is no more I that ds it, but ein that 
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Awvelleth in me. I find then a law, that when I would do 
good, evil is present with me. verses 18. 19. 20. 21. 
Out of the heart St, Matthew tells us proceed evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false 
witness, blasphemits. xv. 19. | 
But not only are we sinners, but as such we are 
under sentence of condemhation. The soul that in- 
meth it shall die, saith the Lord, and the wages of 5m is 
death. Rom. vi. 23. Sin made Cain cry out his 
punishment was greater than he could bear. Gen .1v 
The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against 
ell ungodliness and unrighteousness of men. Rom. 1 18. 
Indignation and wrath, tribulation and angutsh shall be 
upon every Soul of man that doeth evil. Rom. 11, 9 
By one man sin entered and death by sin. Rom. v. 12 
Speaking of the wicked St Paul says destruction and 
misery are in their ways. Rom. 111. 16. InSt, 
Matthews Gospel, we read that the The Son of man 
shall send forth his Angels, and they shall gather out of his 
kingdom all things that offend, and them which do iniquity ; 
And shall cast them into a furnace of fre: where Shall be 
wailing and gnashing of teeth. Chap. x111. verse 41. 42. 
Nor does our Lord who is the fountain aud pat- 
tern of true charity, speak a different language. 
« He bids us fear him, who is able to destroy both soul and 
* body in hell: Luke xii. 5. He solemnly charges us 
to oppose corrupt nature with the utmost resolut 
on, lest we be cast into hell, where the worm dieth not 
and the fire is not quenched. Mark ix. 43. With ten- 
** derness he informs us, that whosoever Shall gay to his 
* brother, Thou fool ! shall be in danger of hell fire ; That 
not only the wicked, but the unprofitable servant shall 
* be cast into utter darkness, where will be weeping, wailing, 
and ęgnashing of teeth: And that he himself, far from 
conniving at sin, will fix the doom of all impeni- 
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tent sinners, by this dreadful sentence: Dep i 
from me ye accursed into everlasting fire prepared jor tt e 
Devil and his angels. Mat. v. 22. 


Now supposing that we had no other foundation 
whatever for our belief in original sin, I appichen d 
we have here before us proof sufficient to couvince 
| even incredulity itself. But these are only a very 

small number of texts compared with those which 
might be adduced: allowing also that this doctrine 
were not only above the reach of our reason, but 
absolutely contrary to it in every sense, it would 
not appear to me in the least to invalidate the 
strength of the evidence above stated. For human 
reason is fallible; Gods word is truth; and if a per- 
son were to object to me, that he could not believe 
in the doctrine of original sin, because he could 
not reconcile it to reason, I might answer that this 
is the very cause why it is most likely to be 
true, for had the knowledge of it been attainable by 
reason alone, there would have been less necessit y 
for God to have revealed it. 
But reason and common observation will if pos- 
sible afford us still further confirmation of the truth 
of this doctrine. God is a being of infinite jns- 
tice, wisdom, power and goodness. He cannot 
therefore be the author of any thing absolutely 
evil. Now a great deal both of moral and physi- 
cal evil, exists in the world. It cannot then proceed 
from God. Moreover God has denounced a curse 
upon sinners; God therefore cannot be the author 
of sin, hecane he could not curse the work of his 
own hands. We must look then for the origin 
of sin in mans abuse of that gift of free will which 
he wasendowedwith by the Creator. If we attend to 
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perceive that inclination generally prevails over 
duty, and that in our dealings with one another we 
are more frequently prompted by passion, than 
governed by reason. On reviewing the scenes of 
past life, and bringing back to our recollection the 
days that are gone, we cannot but lament, to what 
little purpose we have lived, how much time has 
been squandered away inthe pursuits of vanity and 
folly, how many opportunities of doing good, we 
have neglected; and that we should have so shame- 
tully abused the talents God had given us, to be em- 
ployed to his glory, and the working out our own 
salvation. Neither should we be surprized at the 
unhappy consequences of such a conduct. On the 


contrarywe might naturally expect disappointment 


disgust and remorse, to he our portion. The experi- 
ence of all ages, has shown that vice and misery are 
inseparably connected, and that in proportion as a 
man deviates from the path of virtue, so in gene- 
ral e becomes unhappy. This unhappiness 
is not confined to the state of his mind, indepen- 
dent of other contingent circumstances. But he 
finds ma variety of instances his favourite schemes 
irus:rated, his brightest prospects clouded . Exclu- 
sive of that disquiet of mind which is the invariable 


attendant on a guilty conscience, he sees that he 


has been all the time pursuing a shadow, and at the 
very moment when he flatters himself with the 


hope of attaining his object, and being happy in the 


possession of it, it eludes his grasp and leaves him no- 
thing but vexation and repentance. Nay how often is 
even health sacrificed to the sordid views of inte- 
rest; how often do we accumulate Disease, and has- 

en the approach of Death itself, by che intem- 
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che natural operation of our own minds, we shall 


20 


perate indulgence of our passions! How frequently 
does our misconduct not only involve our selves, 
but our families and our friends in one common 
ruin! By this animosities are engendered, the ties 
of affection broken; malice, envy, and all the dia- 
- bolical passions which torment the human breast, 
spring up in their room. The world indeed at 
large presentsa vast scene of wretchedness and woe, 
Which could only have arisen from the innate de- 
pravity of ournature, and the just vengeanceof Al- 
mighty God, which our sins had excited against us. 

What a terrible state then are we in by nature! 
but how inconceivably more dreadſul it would have 
been, had we been left in this state without hope, 
without refuge and without a remedy ! blessed be 
God, this is not our case: which leads me to the 
eonsid ration of the second doctrine I mentioned, 
v1z. of the atonement. 

Man therefore having broken Gods law, and in 
consequence incurred the divine displeasure, must 
have been for ever at enmity with God, and the 
child of wrath, had not conciliatory means been a- 
dopted, and a Sacriſice made to avert the Judge. 
ments of an offended deity. No less a sacrifice than 
that mace by the Son of God himself could be ef- 
fectual to this purpose. Nothing less than the 
manifestation of Christ in the flesh, and his dying 
the most ignominious of deaths could reconcile Gd 
to man. Christ who was the Lord over all, and co- 
eternal with the father, left the mansions of glory, 
came down upon earth, assum'd thei mage of man, 
bore our infirmities, and tho' without sin, offer'd 
himself up as a satisfaction for the sins of the whole 
world. He died that we might live, by his blood 
he has cleansed us from our sins, and thro his right 
eousness we are become heirs of salvation. 
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Now the justice of God requires the punishmeny 
vf evil doers : for tho' by repentance we might 
-forsake sin and lead upright lives in future, still 
this is no compensation ſor the crimes already com- 
mitted. These at least would rise up in judgement 
against us; besides God's law is so holy and per— 
fect that he that offends but in one point is guilty of all. 
and in another place we read that Carsd is every 
one who continueth not in all things which are Written in 
the book of the Law to do them. So that even could 
our reformation atone for the evil of our past life, 
we should still from the depravity of our nature, fail 
ot attaining that perfection which Gods law requires 
to render us justified in his sight. 

Jesus Christ in giving himself up as an 
'atonement for the transgressions of the world, per- 
formed the whole law He came net, we are told, to destroy 
tne 1aw or the Prophets hut to fulfil iam. Mat. v. 17. 18. 
He was made under the law, to redeem 1bosr that 
were under the law, and he 'hath as gecame him 
fulfilled all Righteousnes. He is called in Scrip- 
ture the Lamb of GOD which taketh away the Sin 
of the world; a Lamb without Hemi and without 
Spot, He who knew no sin was made in for.us ; that 
"we might be made the rightcousness. of Ged mm. him. But 
not only this, tut Christ died for our ius; he rose again for 
our justification and is now intercedi for us at the right 
hand of God the father. We are bought says St. Paul, 
with a. price 1 Cor. vi, 20. Chris our passover is Ja- 
crificed for us. 1 Cor. v. 7. He gave himself a ransom 
for ALL. 1 Tim. ii. 6. H became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross. Phil. ii. 8. Hereby we per. 
eerve the Love of God, because he laid acm bis lite 
us, 1. John. iii. 16. 
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When to- were yet without strength, in due time, Chris? 
died for the ungodly. While we were yet sinners, he died 
"for us, that he might deliver us from this present evil World. 


Christ hath suffered for zins, the just for the unjust, that 


be might bring us to God, surely, he hath torn our griefs, 
and carried our sorrows. He was wounded for our trans- 


g5e5510ns, he was bruised for our Intquities, that by his ct ripes 
we might be healed ; who, his own self, bare our sins, in his 


own body, on the tree, that we being dead to gin, Should Live 
unto ightenusness. 
The Lord hath laid on him the miquity of us ALL. 
Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 


made a cute for us, that he might reconcile us unto God, by 
© fe cross. 

He hath washed us from our eins. in his wn Blood! whogave 
Himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 


and purify to himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 
He is the propitiation for the gins of the W HOLE world. 
He died for ALL, that they, which live, should not hence- 
forth live unta themselves, but unto him that died for them. 
He hath redeemed us tinto God, by his blood, out of every 

* kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation. 

Tui Jems, being the Captain of our galvation, and 
having tasted Death for every man, was made perfect, 
through rufferings; that, through Death, he might destroy 
him that had the power of Death, that is, the Devil ; and 

dbliver them, who, through frar of Death, were all their life- 

time ubjett to bondage. 
Hie laid down his life, of himself. and no man took it from 


i. And, hereby percerve We the love f God, because I 
; ard down. his Life for USs | 
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Again Christ rose for our Justifcatien, 


The same Christ, who died for our sins, ons luried, and 

rose again the third Day, according to the Scriptures, being 
put to dealh in the flesh, but puickencd i in the Spirit. 
God raised him up, and shewed him openly unto ¶Vitnesses 
cbosen befare of God ; who Said none other bing, than those 
wwhich the prophets, and Moses did gay, Mul come, that 
Chris? shoule quer, and that he shnuld be the fret that 
Should rise from the dead. 


As he had power to lay down his non life 3 50 he had 


er to take it again. 


Christ, being raised from the dtad, dieth no more; Death 
hath no m ore dominion over him. 

If Christ be not risen, then is there no Resurrection of the 
Dead, then is the preaching of the Apostles vain, and our Faith 
is vain ; we are yet in our Sins: But now is Cl riot riten 
Jrom the dead, that wwe aleo should walk in newness of life. 

For in that he died, he died unto Sin once; but, in that bs 
Irveth unto God. Likecwise, let us reckon oursetves also to 
be dead unto cin, but alveu t0God, through Chrict our Lord, 


-Again Christ liveth to make intercession for us. 


He, berng recic® ed ud intoglory, and cet at the Right 1 7 larly = 
F God, in heavenly places ako intercessi0a for us. ** 


9 


I bare the Sin of many, and maketh mtercession for tus | 
Ftransgress0rs. 3 
If any man sin, we have an Advocate with 5 Father, | 
Jesus Chrict the Righteous ; who, being made an High, 
Priest for ever, and having an unchangeab le Priest- 
hood, zs able to gave them to the uttermost, that come unte 
God by him, ceeing he ever liueth to make intercesticn for 


them. Their Redeemer is strong; he «bail thoroughly plead | | 
Phew cause. 1 


Wy — — 
* 1 
— — ————— ͥ DW5ꝙ* — _ — 
% 


24 J 


We thereby understand how Christ may be- 
$aid to atone for the sins of the world. | 
First. He performed the whole law; secondly. He 
died for our offences; thirdly. He rose again ſor 
our justification. fourthly. He now liveth to make. 
intercession for us at the right hand of God; 86 
that although in Adam all have died, in Christ 
shall ALL be maze alive. 
Eut then something is requisite on our parts to 
render Christ's atonement effectual to our sal vation. 
This leads me in tlie third place to the doctrine 
of justification by faith, under this head: let us 
consider first, what kind of faith that is by which 
we are justified; secondly, how it is to be obtained; 
thirdly, what is the nature of that just fication which 
is wrought ſor us by faith. 
First. It is not a verbal or outward proſession of be- 
lief which can justify us inthe sight of God. Neither 
is it sufficient that we believe that God is infinite- 
Iy good, just, wise and powerful. The Devils be- 
lieve this and tremble. When we speak of these 
attributes of the deity, we must refer them to some 
object. When we adore him for his justice, we 
must bear in our minds, at the same time that we 
had justly merited his avenging rod, by our wilſul 
disobedience of his laws; and when we praise him, 
for his goodness, we should recollect, and gratefully 
acknowlege his unspeakable love in sending his 
son to suffer in our stead, and accepting his mediati- 
on as an atonement for the sins of the world. 

Again it is not enough that we believe this in our 
hearts. We must prove the reality of our faith by 
our onduct. The tree, we are told is known by iti 
Fruits. Mit. vii. 20. Fa'th without works is dead. Fantes 2. 17 


It is to no purpose, that we name the name of Chilsty 
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except we depart from iniquity, 2. Tell, ii. 19. 
What doth it profit, says &. James, tho' a man say 

he hath faith, and have not works? James 2. 14. 
Was not our father Abraham justified by works doe he 

had offered, Tsaac his Son, upon the altar, deree 21. Sees? 

thou how faith wrought with his <Corks, and by works was 

Faith made perfect verse 23. For as the body without 

sþ3rit is dead, co faith without works ig dead also verge, 26. 
By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if y- 

bare love one for another. If ye eve me, says our Sa- 

viour, keep my commandimcnis. John x1v. 15. | 
{*In strictness neither our Faith nor our works 

justify us. But God himself justifies us, of his own 

mercy, thro' the merits of his Son only. Never. 

theless, because by faith we embrace the promise 

of God's mercy, and of the remission of our sin*, 

therefore the Scripture says, That faith does justify, 

yea, faith without works. And because we recei-e | 

Faith, thro' the merits of Christ, and not thro' the 1 

merit of any virtue we have, or work we do; there- 

fore in that respect we renounce, as it were, again. 

Faith, Works, and all other virtues. For our cor- 

rvp:ion tiro? original Sin is so great, that all our 

faith, charity, words and works, cannot merit or 

deserve any part of our justification for us. And 

therefore we thus speak, humbling ourselves be- 

tore God, and giving Christ all the glory of our 

jastification.””* 

Secondly. How is this faith to be obtained? We must 

a remember that faith is the gift of God. Ephes. ii. 8 

Jt is not requisite that we shouid be Scholars, or 

possesed of great abilities natural or acquired, or 

previously acquainted with all the external evi- 


*5gs Wesleys Scrmon on Salvation by farts, 


dences of Christianity, to enable us te receive it. 
By nc means. The mest likely method, is by 


prayer and supplication, by divesting ourselves of 


woridiy wisdom, and having in our minds a firm 
persuasion that we shall obtain our requests. God 
Will be entreated of; and the encouragements 
{or s1nners to come to him arenumerous, and invi- 
ting. Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
Jaden, and I will give you rest. Matthew. xi. 28. 

For every one that asketh recerveth ; - and he that sceketh 
findeth ; and to kim that knocketh it Shall be opened. If a 
n Shall ask tread of ary of you that is a father, will he 
dive him a stone? or if he ask afish, will he for a fish give 
Ben: 4 ger ent? If ye then, being evil, know how to gtve 
good gifts to your children: how much more ball yur 
Fhovenly batter give the Huy Spirit to them that 25k hint 
Luke xi. 10. 11. 

Verilv, verily, 1 say unto you, hee ye 5hall ask the 
Fathcr in my name, he Wwill give it you. Hitherto have ve 

arked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall reccive, tht 
your joy inay be full, Jonn xvi. 23. 2.4. 

We must divest ourselves of woridiy wistom. 

This has a tendency to raise us in our Own es- 
timation, to make us vain of our own abilities, and 
confident in ourown strength. As such it isa great 
hindrance to our justification by faith. Professing 
ourseFoes ta be wise, we become Fools. Rom. I. 22. 

For it is written, I will destroy the zi of the ꝛbisc, 
ard I will bring to nothing the unde rata ing of the prudent, 
x. Cor. i. 19. LEES 
Ihe world we are informed, by wisdom knew not God. 1 Cor x 21 

But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world, te 


\coxfor:nT the wise and the weak things of this world,. ts 


confocur:d ihe things that are mighty.VCrse 27. 

V are commanded to become as litile children. Mat. 
xvili. 4. Whozoever shall no! receive the kingdom of God, 
as a little child he sal not enter therrin. Mark x. 13. 
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And Christ himself thanked his Father that he. 
had hidden these things from the wise and prudent, and 
revealed them unto babes. Mat. xi. 25. 

We must likewise have in our minds a firm per- 
sunsion that God is ahle and willing to grant us our 
request. It we atten | to the circumstances, which 
gave Occas'on to most of our Saviours miracles, we 
Shall find that the greatest inducement with iim 
to exer! this supernatural agency, was, when he 

erceived that the person brought before him, had 
full confidence that he should receive what e 
wanted, Hence the expressions, Thy Faith hath 
Saved thee. Faith hath made tbee whole. O wo an, 
great is thy Faith. © According to your Faith be it unto you. 

Hence we are assured also, that al/ things whatso - | 
ever we ask in prayer, believing we Shall recerve. Mat. | 
XXI. 22. 

Wherever our Lord found this faith wanting, he 
dec ared he con] dv little for them. 

Thirdly. Wi: t s the nature of That justification, 
Wh ch is wrought for us by Faith? 

|: the first place then we are justified from the 
gUul't of our pas sins. 

Zyhro' bis name whosoever believes in him Shall receive 
remission of ins. Acts. Xx. 43. Jesus gceing their faith 
aid unto the sick of the palsy ; Son, be of good cheer ; thy sins 
be forgiven thee. Mat. ix. 2. And when he saw their 
Faith, he saidunto him, man thy sins are forgroen thee, Luke 
v. 20. There is therefore no comdemnation now, to them 
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N that believe in Christ Jesus. Rom. vill. 1. 1 
Secondly, We are saved from the power of sin: 4 
that is, sin has lost its dominion over us; we are no 1 
| longer slaves to it, We no longer regard God as 1 
a severe master, but an indulgent father. e have 1 
wot received again the spirit cf bondage, hut the spirit f 
etoption, whereby we cry Abba, F ather ; the Spirit itself 
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bearing witness with our Spirit that we are the children 
of God. 

Thirdly Being justified by Faith, wwe have PEACE 
dh God throughour Lord Jesus Christ: By whom we have 
access by Faith into this Grace wherein we Stand, and rejoice 
in hope of the glory of God. Rom. v. I. 2, 

And again verses 10. 11. For if when we . were 
enemies doe were reconciled to Go by the death of his Son, 
much more being reconciled we shall be saved by his life. 
And not only so, but doe also joy in God through our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, by whom we have now 
receryed the atonement. Rom. v. 11. 

He therefore that 1s justified by Faith, possesses 


the most solid peace and satisfaction which he is 


capable of enjoying in this life; his heart 1s filled 
with gratitude to the supreme being, he sees the 
hand of God stretched out before him wherever 
he goes, it is his meat and drink, his constant stu— 
dy and sincerest de ght to do che will of his Fa- 
ther who is in Heaven; if he live he lives to his 
glory, and if he dic, he dies triumphant. 

proceed lastly to consider the doctrine of the 
New Birth, or the work of regeneration in the soul 
of man. | 


If we admit that man in his natural state is dead 
in Sin. and reflect for a moment that ** without. 


heliness, as the Scriptures assure us, no one can 
See the LORD,” we must at once be convinced of 
the necessity of some very important change being 


effected in our lives and conduct before we can be 


acceptable in the sight of God. Now the word of 
God tells us that we are not only sinners by prac- 
tice and habit, but that we are bern in vin, that We 
are estranged from the Womb.” ©That We go astray 
40 SOON as WE are bern with many other PAaSSAges, 
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of 


| "bf a Similiar import. Psalms Iviii: 3. g. 
* Now says our Saviour, except a man be born again he 
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cannot gee the kingdom of God 1 John. iii. 3. Nicode- 
mus a ruler of the Jews, to whom our Lord was at 
that time addressing himself, saith unto him How 
can a man be barn when 5 is old © can he enter the second time 
into his mother*s womb, ond be torn ® Fesusanswered, verily 
verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. John iii. 4. 5. 

Two things principally offer themselves to our 
consideration on the present subject. First the 
nature of the New Birth, or in what the work of 
regeneration consists. Secondly, By what means 
this work is accomplished in us. 

Tf any man be in Christ, he is a ne creature: old things are 
passed rway zbebold, all things are become new. 2 Cor v 17 
Mr. Wesley has expr essed himself upon this point so 
clearly, that I cannot ſorbęear quoting hisown words. 
Before a Child is born into the world, he has eyes 
but sees not: he has ears; bu: does not hear. He 
has a very imperfect use of any other sense. He 
has no know ledge of any of the things of the world, 
or any natural understanding. 'T'o that manner of 
existence Which he then has, we do not even 
give the name of life. It is then only when 
a man is born, that we say he begins to live. For 
as soon as he is born, he begins to see the light, and 
the various objects with which he is encompassed. 
His ears are then opened, and he hears the sounds 
which successively strike upon them. At the same 
time all the other organs of sense begin to be exer- 
eised upon their proper ob jects. He likewise 
breathes and lives in a manner wholly different 
from what he did before. How exactly doth the 
parrallel hold, in all these instances? While a man 
is in a mere natural state, before he is born of God, 


he has in a spiritual sense, eyes and sees not; a 


2 
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thick impenetrahle veil lies upon them. He hay 
ears, but hears not, he is utterly deaf to what he is 
most of all concerned to hear. His other spiritual 
senses are all locked up; he is in the same condi- 
tion as if he had them not. Hence he has no know- 
ledge of God, no intercourse with him ; he is not 
at all acquainted with him. Hehas no true know- 
e ledge of the things of God, either of spiritual 
or eternal things. Thereſore though he be a living 
man, he is a dead christian.“ 

But as soon as he is born of God, as soon as 
he is regenerate, or in the language of St. Paul 
cchecome a new creature, old thinzs are passcd away; 
many of those objects, the possession of which 
constituted formerly his highest felicity, are now 
regarded with indifference ; several of them with 
detestation and abhorrence. The pleasures of 
sense, the applause of the world, the accumulation 
of wealth, the love of Power have no longer do- 
minion over him. He loves God above all things 
and his neighbour as himself, Freely he has re- 
ceived, and freely he gives. He esteems no man | 
his eneiny, and those whom he formerly regarded 
as such, he can cordially receive into his hosom. 
5 His very best actions upon which he before so 
[ much prided himself, andy which he vainly ex- 
| pected to merit Heaven, he now perceives not 
only to be unprofitable but to have in them rhe 
nature of sin. Rom Xii. 22. = VE 

In short Creation itself wears a new aspect. 
Every thing around him appears to bear the 
stamp of the divine image. He views himself 
in the light of a prisoner at large; of one who had 
been immured all his life within the dark and 
dreary walls of 4 dungeon, and is now per mitte 
to sce the light of the sum“ the eyes of his under- 
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fanding are opened” the light of God's counte- 
nance sines upon him, and he feels the love of 
God shed abroad in his heart.” The most triflin 
omission, the most venial error now fills him with 
remorse: and if he neglect any opportunitiy of 
rayer and praise, if he losc sight ct his creator or 
live as it were without God 11 the world but for 
one moment, his conscience accuses him, and he 
can take no rest, and admit of no comfort, till by 
repentance he have received ſresh assurances of 
forgiveness, and made his peace with God. I now 
finds that wisdoms ways, are ways f pleasaiitness, and all 
ber paths are peace. Prov. iii. 17. | 
He goes on pr gressively from one degree of holi- 
ness to another, he grows in grace, "and in the 
knowledge and the love of Christ, he fights tho 


good fight of faith and finishes his cours with joy 
and gladness. 


This is the nature of the New Bi th, *fand so is 
every one that is horn of the spirit.“ 

__ Secondly. We are to consider by what means 
this work is accomplished 1n us. 

It is evident from rasen as well as Scripture, 
that man by the aid of his own reason and strength 
alone, can never be able to effect this change 
in imself. He cannot devcte himself entirely to 
a life ot piety and virtue, and persevere in it, trust- 
ing merely in his own ability. Surrounded as he 
continually is With trials and difReulties, he never 
can succestully oppose them all, and come off con- 
queror by dint of mere assuidity, or by the pow- 

er of his own single exe rt ions. For so great is the 
propensity to evil, and so numerous the temptati- 
ons to commit it, that altho' by vigorous and de- 
termined ettorts, he may be sometimes kept from 
falling, y ct, wie practice of virtue can never become 
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habitual, and he will always remain a stranger ts 
that peace of mind which true Religion is alone 
capable of inspiring. The prophet Te remiah tells 
us in the x. chapter and 23. verse. that the way of 
man is not in himself : it is not in men that walketh to 
dirett his steps. and again in the xiii. chap, verse 23 
Can the Ethiopian change. his Skin, or the lec pard his polo? 
then Way ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil, 
In Pauls epistle to the Galatians, we read The flesh 
lusteth against the Spirit, and the His it against the , lach: 
aud thee are contrary the one to the other: 50 that ye can- 
not do the things ye would, Our Lord himseli declares 
our natural inability to serve God, when he tells 
us that no mam knoweth the Son, but the father : neither 
knoweth airy man the I ather, save the Son, and he !o WHEOM = 
gocver the Son Will reveal him Matt. xi. 27. Not that 
we are sufficient of ourselves, saith the Apostle 2. 
Cor. iii. 3. Ic appears then that this great and 
important work of regeneration in our souls, can 
be effected by no less a power than God himself. 


By grace are ye saved through Faith; and that rot of 


yoursebves : it is the gift of God. Eph. ii. 8. By the 


grace of God says St. Paul Jam what [am. 1 Cor. xv. 10 


And this Grace is the free gift of God thro" Clrist John. 


vi. 65. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 8 excipt 


il abide in the Vine; no more can ye, except ye ablile in me. 
Jam the Vine, ye are tte tranctes: he that 214% in 4% 
and I in him, tte game bringeth forth much fruit: for with 


eut me ye cam do notbing. John. xv. 4. 3. No inan Ne 
come unto me, except the Fuller who bath gent me draw 6 


and I will raise biin up at tbe last day. John. vi. 44. 


From these passages in Holy Scripture, ind 
they are very few in comparison of what might 


be brought in proof of what we have advanced) 
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it is to me indubitably clear, that in order to walk 
uprightly with our God, and do his will during 
our pilgrimage here, we must receive Divine aid; 
we must in short receive a portion of the Divine 
spirit; we must be no longer under the law, but 
under grace. Rom. vi. 14. And this grace is the free 
and undeserved giit of God through Christ. 

To such as are already converted to God I shall be 
excused if I offer one word of advice. It is appli- 
cable to all of us, and cannot in my opinion be too 
oſten impressed upon our memories. It may 
be summed up briefly in the Apostles own words, 
Let him that thinzeth he standeth take beed lest he fall. 1. 
Cor. x. 12. Now we shouid remember the condi- 
tions, on Which God has promised never to leave 
nor forsake us; viz, that we never leave nor for- 
sake him A state of grace is only to be preserved 
by the same means which were instrumental in 
procuring it for us at first, and these are frequent 
and fervent communion with God in prayer. 
Religious conversation, a strict guard upon out 
conduct, and exhorting each other, as opportu- 
nity occurs, respecting the duties we owe to 
God, our neighbour and ourselves, are amongst 
other qualifications requisiteto make us S,, fat 
the profession, of our Faith without wavering. eb. 10. 
23. And let us not be weary in well doing : for in due seasom 
we hall reap, i/ we faint not. Gal, 6. 9. The Prize 1s 
to those who endure to the end No man having put his 
hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God. 
Luke q. 62. The backslider in heart shall he filled with his awn 
ways . and a good man shall be satisfied from himself. Prov. 14 14. 

In the 2. Peter, 2. 21. we read, it had been better for 
them not to have known the way of righteousness , than after they 
bave known it, to turn from the boty commandment delivered unto 
them. St Panl in his epistle to the Hebrews, paints 
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the dreadful consequences of falling trom a state of 
grace. For if we sin wilfully, after that we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, 
But a certain fear ful lookingfor of ju dgment, and fiery indig- 
nation, Which Shall devour the adversaries He that despizeg 
Moses law, died without mercy, under two or three witnes>es: 
Of how much sorer pun'shment, suppose ye, sball he be thought 
worthy, who hath trouden under foot the Son of God, aid huh 
counted the blood of the covenant u here with he was sandti,.ed. an 
unholy thing, and hath done despite unte ihe Spirit of grace. Heb. 
10. Chap. 26. 27. 28. 29. verscs. May we be found 
in the number of those who have lab ured and have not 
ainted, Rev. i. 2. wb have held the beginning of our confſcaerice 
Stedfast unto the end. Heb. iii. 14 ans after having foug ht the 
good fight of faith, and finisbed our course here, be re- 
ceived into everlasting habitations, and hear these 
comfortable words of our Saviour applied unto us, 


Mell done thou good and farthful 


Servant enter thou into the 79 


of thy Lord. 
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The substance of what I offered to your con- 
zideration in my second letter, may be briefly sum- 
med up in the following words. | 

Mankind come into the world in a depraved 
and fallen condition; as long as they contiuue in 
their natural state, they are at enmity with God, 
and would have for ever remained the subjects of 
his wrath and punishment, had not Jesus Christ 
given himself up as a sacrifice for the sins of the 
world, and by his death and mediation reconciled. 
God to man. In order to make this atonement 
effectual to our Salvation, it is requisite that we 
repent and believe, that is, that we ſorsake sin, 
and have faith in the mercy of God through Christ. 
This we are unable to do without the grace and 
assistance of the Divine Being; and after all we 
have done or can do, we are still unprofitable ser- 
vants and can only hope for pardon and acceptance 
through the merits of a Redeemer. 

You will now perhaps be ready to say with ma- 
ny others, that all this may be very right, and as 
far as you know conformable to the obvious sense 
of Scripture, but you see no reason assigned from any 
thing I have yet advanced, why I should have 
Joined the Methodist Connedtion. You will tell 
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me (what I very well know before) that these doc- 
trines arc all of them inculcated in the Articles of 
our Church, in the Homilies, and in the form of 
Prayer used in Divine Service. You will add 
moreoverthat our ministers generally enforce them 
from the Pulpit, aud that the stile and language of 
their discourses are calculated to impress them on 
the minds of their hearers. Why therefore should 
you leave the Church and unite yourself with a 
particular sect, whose principles of Religion are 
similar to those in which you have been educated, 
and which you at present professedly adopt!“ 

This then is the question in point. I shall 
endeavour to answer it fully and uneqavocally ; 
and I have no doubt but that the candid part of 
mankind tho' they may not embrace my opinions, 
will at least give me credit for the sincerity of my 
intentions. 

With respect to my leaving the Church, the 
charge is entirely groundless; for so far am I frem 
deserting it, that if my life be spared, I shall be 
more punctual i in my attendance there than I have 
been for many years past. And my reason for this 
is that I admire that spirit of piety and devotion 
which run through the greatest part of the Service, 
I accord heartily with the doctrines of the Church, 
and I think it expedient for each individual, if he 
can do it with a saſe consgience, to contribute 
his support to the religious establishment of that 
country in whicl: he is born and educated, and un- 
der the government of which he lives free and 
happy. 

But my reasons for enrolling myself as a mem- 
ber of the Methodist soeiety, are of a far different 
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nature, and operate so powerfully on my mind, as 
to induce me to believe that such a step was ne- 
cessary both tomy present and ſuture happiness. 

And that I have not made an assertion of this 

kind without some foundation, will, I hope 
appear from the sequel of this letter. 

In order to be as concise and methodical as 
possible, I shall divide my subject into the follow- 
ing distinct sections, I shall consider 

First. The institutions or discipline of the 
Methodists. 

Secondly. The mode of performing divine 
service amongst them. 

Thirdly. The general character of their 
Preachers. | 

Fourthly. The influence of Methodism on 
hnman happiness and conduct. 

Fifthly. I shall conclude with a plain and 
simple narrative of my own experience in religious 
matters. 


. 


Section 1* 


Of the institut ions or discipline of the Methodists. 


There is too much reason to fear that many 
who have been brought to a sense of their state 
by nature, and experienced the pardoning love 
of Gop, have nevertheless in process of time 
ſorgotten their CREATOR, and plunged afresh in- 


to the vices and fashionable levities of the world. 
A 2 
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f cannot contemplate such a character as this 
without horror, and I tremb for the fate of 
that man who imagines that when he is once 
Justified from the guilt of his past sins, he is no 
longer liable to err. Such an opinion general- 
ly takes its rise from a too confident reliance 
upon our own ability. And this causes us 
to overlook the necessity of prayer. It renders 
us less watchful; slow to examine ourselves, and 
introduces a neglect of those pious and 
devotional exercises which are indispensibly re- 
quisite to keep up the spirit of vital religion 
amongst us. Hence it is that we are insensibly 
drawn off from God, we forget the manifesta- 
tions of his love, and presuming upon our own 
sufficiency we gradually relapse into our former 
apathy and corruption. We should do well to 
bear in mind, that a life of religion 18 a pro- 
gressive one. It is not sufficient that we re- 
ceive a sense of Gops pardon, and experience 
the Power of God unto salvation; we must grow 
in grace; as we have been washed, so we must 
be ganctiſied, 1 Cor. vi. II. we must alk with God ; 
Gal. vi. 9. out of the good treasure of our heart, we 
must bring forth good things: Mat. xii. 35. we must 
-nortify the deeds of the body. Rom. viii. 13. It is 
required of us to cas? off the works cf darkness, and 
to put 61 the armour of Ctrists Xl. 12. to ide no 
longer to ourselves but 19 the Lord. Rom. xiv. 8 
and to walk worthy of our vocation wwhereavith we are 
calledi Ephes. iv. 1 In short saith the Apostle 
We bescech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord 
Jesu, that as ye have received of us kow ye ought 10 
talk and to please God, go ye would abound more and more. 
For this is the eill of God, even your san{tification. For G1 
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hath nl called us unto un:lcannese, but unto holintls. 1 
Thes. iv. 1. 3. 7. | 
I have before observed that a state of grace 

is only to be mantained and kept alive by the 
persevering use of those means which are in 
general instrumental in procuring it for us at first 
viz. a constant and earnest communion with 
God in prayer. And this is one of the lead= 
ing arguments in favour of Methodism | 
There is perhaps no sect or body of Chris- 
tians who have advantages in this respect e- 
qual to the Methodists. Their institutions af- 
ford them not only very ample opportunities of 
assoc iating together for the purpose of religious 
worship, but their discipline is so strict as to 
require them to attend on all such occasions, 
except when prevented by sickness or very 
material business. Besides the ordinary service 
performed at the Meeting-house on the sabbath 
and occasional preaching in the course of the 
week, they have their Classes, Band- mectings, Love 
Feasts and Walcb- nights. | 


Mr: Bradburn in a sermon written in defence 
of Methodism has treated this part of our sub- 
ject in so plain and accurate a manner that I 
shall be excused if I insert his own words. 


„% 1.*All who are in connexion with us, meet in 

| 4c\what we call a Class: That is, from twelve to 

- | < about twenty members, having a person of more 
| - « experience than the others (who is termed the 

„ Leader) to watch over them, meet together 

<« Once a week, at the time and place most con- 

« venient to them. The leader gives out a few 

4 verses of a hymn, which they all join in sing- 

ing. He then makes a short praver; after which 
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ic he converses with each member about Christ- 
« ian experience, giving suitable advice to all, and 
« again they sing and pray, concluding all in about 
« an hour. And are not these meetings agreeablc 
„ both to the Old Testament and the New? In 
« the dark state of the Jewish Church, when both 
% People and Priests were in general (as is too 
« much the case now) careless and even wicked; 
« Then saith the Prophet Malachi, hey that fear- 
« e thy Lord, spake often one to another, and the Lord 
te beeriened aud beard it; and a lobt of remembrance was 
« written before him, for them that feared the Lo: d, aud 
« that thought upon bis name. And to meetings of 
« this kind, we conceive the Apostle Paul alludes, 
„ where he advises the Colossians thus: Let he 
e word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom ; teach- 
. ing and admonishing one another m Psalms and Hymns, and 
« Spiritual Songs, s$mging with grace in your hearts to th: 
Lord.“ And where this company is thought too 
„ large to speak their minds freely, many meet 

also once a week in smaller companies called Bands 

©. consist ing of ſour or five Persons, men with men, and 
„ women with women. Nothing can be more simple 
% than these meetings. And we think the Apos- 

„ tle James's words are best understood, by suppo— 

ee sing something of this kind, ---Confess your faults one 
©, to another, and pray one for another that ye may be heal- 

„ ed.“ But let it be well observed, there is nothing 

„ in these assemblics like the confession of sin to a 

e Priest, in order to obtain absolution from him; 

„ but the speaking freely of their state of mind to 
„ one another, that they may know how to rejoice 

„ with those that rejoice, and to weep with those 

« that weep, which they could not do without some 

vc acquaintance with each others condition. 
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« 2. In large Places the Minister meets the So- 
« ciety all together, on Sunday Evenings after Pub- 
« lic service, and gives general or particular di- 
« reCtions, according to the account he has received 
« through the preceding weeek, he thenalso mentions 


I any business that is to be done, respecting either 


e the spiritual or temporal concerns of the So- 
« cicty ; relates any remarkable accounts he may 
« have heard of the prosperity of the work of 
« God in other places, and concludes with pray- 
« er. These meetings, when judiciously managed 
e are of admirable use. The people are fre— 
% quently much refreshed therein, and their union 
„ greatly strengthened. 

e prevent our being imposed upon 
« by bad people, the Superintendent Minister, 
gor another by his direction, meets every class 
separately, once a quarter, and speaks person= 
« ally to each member. Those that have walk 
« ed agreeable to the Gospel the past quarter 
« receive Tickets with a portion of Scripture 
plinted on them, also the Month and Year, 
« and a letter of the Alphabet, which being the 
« $ame in all places, an impostor can generally 
be detected, And we conceive that something 
« of this nature was used in the primitive Curch, 
especially when any of them went to strange 
« places. („These Tesseræ, as the ancients cal- 
led them, being of just the same force with 
the cemmencatory letters mentioned by the Apos- 
« tle,) These are likewise of use in other res- 
pects. By shewing these to the persons ap- 
*« pointed to regulate the Society, whenever it 
« meets apart, it is casily known who are mem- 


* bers. These also furnich us with an easy 
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„ method of removing any disorderly member. 
5 He has no new ticket at the quarterly visitation, 
** and hereby it is known, that he is longer of our 
community,.“ 

25 There are two other kinds of meetings 
| „ which we observe, and which were bo th of 

© of ancient usage. These are Love-feasts * 

© and Watch-nights. Theformer is alluded to 

* by Saint Jude, verse 12. where speaking of the 
F: evil doers who associated with the Christians, 
" he says, Hege are 5101s in your Feasts of Love. 

And of these jt is generally supposed Saint 
Peter speaks, 2. Ep. ii. 13. At these, which 
© are kept in large Societies once a quarter, eachper- 
son takes a bit of plain Cake and a little Water. 

We sing a few hymns, two or three of the minis- 
© rers pray, and if any person has any thing par- 

** ticular to say concerning Christian Experience, 
none are hindered, if they be short, as the whole 

„ Should conclude jn about an hour and an half. 

" But these have no relation at all to the Lords 
Supper. The elements of the Lords Supper are I © 
** Bread and Wine, (which wereceiveexaQlly agree- 

* able to the form in the Common Prayer Book) a4 

** Whereas at the Love-Feasts we use only Cake and & 
Water. The design being simply to testify our Þ 
* Christian Love to each other. 

The watch-nights were anciently the vigil 
27 kept on the Evenings preceding the grand fes- 
tivals. Our custom 1s, about four times a year 

1 in the large places, to meet between eight and 
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eight and nine at night, and after one of the 
Ministers has preached; 8everal others pray and 
exhort, giving out at intervals suitable hymns, 
which the congregation join in singing, conclud- 
ing at twelve o'clock. Exceeding great are 
the blessings we find on these occasions. 

They are times of great solemnity, and of- 
ten tend, to animate our devot ions, and stir up 
our minds to a more carnest concern ſor our 
eternal welfare. | 

5. For the management of all temporal af- 
fairs, there are persons of known piety, as 
well as having skill in accounts, chosen, to 
whom the care of these things is committed. 

These Stewards, or (as they were called in 
the primitive Church) Deacons, receive what 
money has been collected by the Leaders in 
their Classes, either for the poor, or for the 
expences of carrying on the work. They keep 
exact accounts of all they receive and disburse, 
which accounts are audited once a quarter, when 
there 1s a meeting of: the Ministers of the Cir- 
cuit with' the Stewards from every place, at 
which meeting every thing relating to tempo- 
ral concerns is publicly settled.“ The Stew- 
ards being changed every two years, Prevents 
jealousies and evil-surmisings, and gives every 


N. B. The other office among us, namely, that of the Trustees 
is a legal concern. As Trustees of the Chapel, they have no autho- 
Tity at all to interfere either with the spiritual or temporal concern 
of the people. The first belongs to the Preachers and Leaders: The 
second to the Preachers and Stewards, 
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proper person in the Society an opportunity of 
serving in his turn. Nothing can be more rea- 
sonable than this. If being a Steward be an 


honour, why should not all who are capable, 
share it? If it be a cross, why should not all 


take it up? 
6. The last thing I shall mention which re- 


lates to our Discipline, is the constant change 
of the Preachers. We read in the Acts of the 


Apostles, and in many of the Epistles, that the 


first Preachers went from place to place as the 
providence of God opened their way. And 
many YEARS experience has proved to us the 
UTILITY of this plan. The three Kingdoms 
are divided into a number of Districts: each 
of these districts is divided into Circuits: 
and each Circuit has, two, three, or four 
Preachers, according to its situation and im- 

rtance. Again each Circuit has a Super- 
intendent,* who has the care of every thing 
entrusted to him. Not- that he 1s exempted 
from any part of the work; or has any tem- 
poral advantage from his office: much less has 
he any power to lord it over either his breth- 
ren, or over the people; only some one must 
keep the various accounts of the Circuit, and 
see that every thing be done agreeable to the 
rules of the Society and the minutes of the 


Conference. Every District has a Chairman, 
to whom either Ministers or private Members 


may complain, in any case that cannot be 
redressed in his own Circuit. The Chair- 
man can then su mmon the Preachers of the 


»Wbile the Rev. John Wesley li ved this Preacher was called 
the assistant, on account of assisting him. Now he is dead, that 
word is no longer sense, seeing that it has no relative to which it 


can with propricty be referred. 
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* District, and their judgment is conclusive till 


the annual meeting of the Conference, (which, 


consists of at least one from every Circuit) 
whose decision is final. At Conference, 
every Preacher's character is examined, and 
if any objection be proved against him, he 
receives suitable punishment, whether it be re- 


proof, the being put from the office of Superin- 


tendent, (if he have been in it) the being sus- 

pended for a time, or entirely excluded. 
The Ministers are then stationed, according 

to the best judgment that can be formed, where 


© they are most likely to be useful, no one con- 
timing above two YEARS successively in one 


4 


circuit, unless God has been pleased to use 


him as the instrument of a remarkable revi- 
*. val; and even then, no one ever stays above 
the third year. Thus every thing is carried 
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on with decency and order. The quarter= 
ly meetings are subject to district meetings, 
and these are subject to the Conference, or 
General Assembly, over which among us, 
there can be no control, and from whose de- 


z« terminations there is no appeal.“ 


If we add to these their frequent Prayer 
Meetings, in which a select number of the 
members assemble together for the purpose of 
mutual edification, and' consider the general 
uniformity ol their conduct, that when visiting 
one amongst another, their conversation is 
chiefly confined to subjects of a religious na- 
ture, and that they scarce ever part without 
singing a hymn or praying, we must admit 
that they have abundant means afforded them 


46 
of encreasing in the knowledge and love of 
God, and encouraging each other to persevere 
in the -paths of holiness and virtue. 

Archdeacon Paley observes, that the original 
teachers of the Christian Religion, in consequence 
of their new eee entered upon a new and 
singular course of liſe. After men became Chis- 

tians, much of their time was spent in prayer and 
fevotion, in religious meetings, in celebrating the 
eucharist,in conferences in exhortations, in preach- 
ing, in an affectionate intercourse with one another, 
and correspondence with other societies.““ 
How exactly conformable are the habits and prac- 
tice of the Methodists in our day to the above ac- 
count of the circumstances attending the early 
propagation of Christianity! May the Lord pros- 
per their labours with his blessing; and crown 
with success the honest endeavours of every faith 
ſul Disciple of Jesus Christ ! ! 


Vide Paley's Evidences of Christianity, page 381 
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Dr: the mode of performing divine service among ths 
| Methodists, 
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THE service commences with singing, in 
which the greatest part of the congregation joins, 
The Preacher next makes an extemporary prayer, 
and after a few more verses of an hymn have 
been sung, the Sermon follows which is like- 
wise delivered extempore. The people now 
join in another hymn and the whole is conclu- 
ded with a prayer and blessing from the Mi- 
nister. | | 
| This tho' a very plain and simple is neve- 
theless a solemn and edifying manner of cele- 
brating Divine worship. There are few devo- 
tional exercises which more powerfully raise 
the soul to God, than the singing of Psalms. 
When the language of an hymn 1s poetical, 
fluent and intelligible, when the sentiments 
expressed in it are truly pious and scriptural, 
the music solemn, and the people serious and 
earnest, I know of no employment better 
calculated to excite awſul impressions of the 
Divinity, and to stir up our minds to a closer 
communion with God. 

The hymns used in the Methodist Preach- 
ing House, appear to me in a peculiar manncr 
to have this effect. They are adapted to all 
States and conditions of the mind, and to all 
situations in life, The sinner is here awaken- 
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is 
ed to a sense of his own corrupt nature; the 
soul that is panting after Go1, and seeking re- 


demption through the bleod of Christ, is en- 
couraged to supplicate with boldness the throne 


of grace, and those who have already experi- 
enced the pardoning love of God may feel 
their devotion strengthened, their confidence 


. xenewed,. and their hearts re=-kindled with holy 


zeal. The power, wisdom, and goodness 
of God in the Creation, the love of Christ in 


the redemption of the world and the efficacy 


of the Holy Ghost in cleansing us from all un- 
righteousness by his sanctifying grace, are here 
particularly insisted upon, The misery of the 


wicked. and the happiness of the just, are paint- 


ed in glowing colours, forcibly calculated te 
inspire terror in the one, and joy and perseverance 


in the other. Many of the hymns are simply ex- 
 pres$1ve of reverence, praise and gratitude to 


the supreme being. Many are hortatory, and 
are ſull of seas0nable advice and instruction a- 
dapted to all ages, all ranks of men, all de- 


nominations of Christians, Some are consolato- 


ry, calculated to revive the drooping spirit, to 


inspire patience and resignation under afflicti- 


ons, to dispel our fears, and to animate our 
hopes. In short, the generel tendency of these 
humans, is to enforce sentiments of piety to God. 


lore to our fellow creatures, and a due regulati- 


on of our own thoughts and dispositions. 

And if we add, that the singing is usually con- 
ducted with solemnity and order, and accompa- 
nied with an appearance at least of respcctful 
gevotion, we shall net wonder that this form 
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sf worship constitutes so considerable a part of 


the. service. INES 
pass on to to consider the subject of prayer, 


Prayer is the life and soul of religion, It 


opens a door of communication betwixt God 


and man, and is the means we are required to 


make use of to obtain any promised blessing. 


It is a duty which we as Christans are pecu- 


liarly bound to perform. God has commanded 


it; Christ has given us an example of it in his 


own person by pray ing himself to his ſather ; ' 
and we are not only enjoined but even invited 
and encouraged to present ourselves as suppli- 
ants at the throne of grace. What a privi- 
ledge is this! What an unspeakable honour 
that man is permittted to address his Maker, 
with full assurance that his prayers shall 
be heard and his requests granted! How ought 
he to love and praise God for such condescen- 
sion, and how earnestly solicitons should he be 
to perform this duty, in the most acceptable man- 
ner ! | 

Now one of the chief purposes of prayer 
is Edification, Let all things be done to Edißyine, saitli 
the Apostle, 1 Cor. xiv. 26. And surely this 
advice can never be more applicable than when 
we are addressing the Majesty of heaven. How.can 
ue expect our petitions will be heard, or our 
lips at a time when our hearts are estranged 
from him? Is it not a species of mockery to beg 
of the Lord to pardon our sins, and give us grace 
to amend them, when at the same instant we 
neither feel remorse for the one, nor see 
any necessity for the other? And how incon- 
sistently does that man act, who, whilst on his 


raises accepted, if we approach God with our 
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at, 5 such a one could live and die a stranger 
to its influences? In short if we reflect that 
Gop is a spirrit, and that He is to be w orshipped 
in spirit and in truth; we cannot expect to render 
Him an acceptable service, unless our whole af- 
ſections be centred in him alone, and our souls ani- 
mated with a sense of his perſections? 
Prayer as an excellent writer expresses it,“ 
tis the continual panting or breathing of the heart 
aſter Goo; it stays ſor no particular hours; Its pe- 
titions are not picked out of manuals of devotion ; : 
it loves its own language; it speaks most when 
it says least.“ 
For my own part, I conſess I always 
feel most edified and strengthened by extemporary 
prayer. When I pray in this manner myself, my 
soul is more alive to God, my thoughts are more 
rmly fixed on the particufar subject of cach 
etition, and I praise Gop for those instances of 
F love, which more powerfully occur to my 
fecollection, and which excite the warmest im- 
pressions of gratitude, and Ientreat Him to bestow 
those blessings in particular of which I find 
the greatest need ; I mantain a just freedom of 
soul in my addresses; J change, I enlarge, I 
contract, I add or omit according to my pecu- 
Har sentiments, or the previous state of my mind. 
| It I am assailed by temptation, I. apply 
earnestly for grace to overcome it; if thro di- 
vine assistance I have been enabled to triumph 
over any of my spiritual enemies, this calls for a 
particular return of gratitude and praise; If I 
perce;ve my faith weak, or my confidence 
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diminished, I Pray that Gov would help my unbelief, | 


ald replenish me with His spirit; if sick or af. 


flicted, I entreat the Lond for patience and re- 


- Signation ; if I do any thing acceptable or plea- 
sing to Him; I present myself at his Footstool 
with humility and teverence, giving Him all the 
glory: | : 
85 Where however, as is sometimes the case; 
the spirit of prayer is languid, and we want words 
to express the sentiments of our hearts, we shall 
be benefited by having recourse to a written 
- form of devotion; A dull and heavy hour in the 
closet has often been relieved by the use of such 
composures of mingled meditation and prayer, 
and many a dry and barren heart has been ena- 
bled to offer up in prayer a sweet sacrifice t o 
Gov, in the words of another man.”* 

The Methodists in their service generally 
use extemporary prayer. And this appears to 
me to have many advantages. A constant repe- 
tition of the same prayers, begets sometimes an 
habit of indifference ; the mind being less vigo- 
rously intent, is apt to wander after other objects; 
and how happily soever the words might be 
at first chosen, we still want something new, to 
keep our thoughts alive. On the contrary, when 
we hear a minister delivering the spontaneous 
and unpremeditated effusions of his heart, we 


naturally imbibe a portion of the same spirit 


which appears to influence him; our expecta- 
tions are raised, our attention is fixed, our souls 
are in patient waiting for the descent of the Holy 
Ghost; and our lips are ready to pronounce an 
hcarty amen at the close of every petition, ; 
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Again, if it te enquired what are the gene- 


ral subjects of our petitions, | I answer, those 


which are expressed in the service of the Church. 


Seeing ourselves to be sinners and guilty before 
_ GoJ, we pruy that he would pardon our offences, 


and give us true repentance. We bes? ech him 


that he would enable us by his grace to over- 


come all our spiritual enemies, that he would 


take away from ns all hardness of heart, all pride 


and malice, all envy and uncharitableness, that 


| he would increase our faith. strengthen our fel- 
lowship with him, and our union with one ano- 
ther, and sanctify us unto himself a peculiar 


people zcalous of good works. We make in- 


, tercessions for all men; we pray for the King 
and all who are in authority, for the diffusion of 
- Religions knowledge, for the prevalence of 


Divine Truth; for the alleviation of human 


mise ry, for the supply of all our necessary wants. 
Knowing that the first step towards repentance 
is a conviction of sin, we prey God to awaken 


every sleeping conscience; and relying upon 


His gracious promises, we entreat Him to heal 
every broken spirit, and to comfort every 
- mourning heart. And as of ourselves we can 


do no hing that is good, we earnestly pray above 


all things for the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 


The Sermons are likewise delivered extem- 
pore. This method of preaching appears to me, 


often more ediſying both to the Minister and 
the people, than the reading a formal Discoursc. 


We have by this method the simple and unadorned 
language of the heart; and the Minister feeling 


bimself more interested in his subject, necesarily 


Speaks wlth greater energy and pathos, and on 


Ls 
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un ceasing attention of his hearers. 


purpose to preach up the excellency of abstract 
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this account is more likely to command the 


It has been urged as an argument against 
the preaching of the Methodists, that they in- 
culcate faith in contra- distinction to works, that 
laying aside the neeessity of moral duties, they 
preach salvation by faith alone: this objection 
t- kes its rise, like many others of a s'miliar 
nature, from ignorance, NW we affirm, that 
tho' works do not justify a man, yet, they afford 
the only evidence of a true faith, Genuine 
faith necessarily produces the purest morality, 
in like manner, as a good tree cannot fail to 
yield good fruit. And this is the only true foun- 
dation of morality. We cannot love our neigh- 
bour as ourselves, till we believe that God hath 
for Christ sake loved us. And except we 
have a fim and lively faith in the promises of 


God, we never can fulfill those conditions, on 


Which alone God will make good his prolnises 
to us. What induced Abraham to offer up his 
soh Isaac, but faith? And how should we have 
ever known that he possesed such strong ſaich, 
had not his works shewn it? So it is with 
ever true believer, He proves his fidelity ta 
his Master, by an obediance to his Conimands. 
Let a man have a well grounded faith, and a 
discharge of moral duties follows of course; we 


cannot indeed separate them; when once the 


heart has experienced a real change, a reſorma— 

tion of life zis the invariable consequence; and 

till this change be effected, it will be to no 

morality. It is like telling us what is our duty, 

and at the same time with-holding the only 

means which can enable us to perform it. 
C2 
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And tho” it were possible for us without divine 


race to keep the Commandments, yet, still we 


could not be saved by our works, and we should 


still come short of the glory of God. We are 
expressly told that +5y the deeds of the lam gball ne 
flesch be justified. . Rom. iii. 20, Gal. ij. 16. 
The Law came by Moses, but grace and truth by Jesus 
Christ, and there is but one name given under 
Heaven by which" we can be saued, and that is 


the name of the Lorp JESsus. His grace is 


freely offered to us, and unless we accept it, we 
cannot be his disciples ; and if we disown him for 
a Saviour, we cannot expect to be partakers of 
that Redemption which He has purchased for all 
who believe in him, Besides, if we consider that 
without Faith it is imdossible to please God, we 
must surely applaud the labours of those Ministers 
who, like St. Paul, have resolved to preach 
nothing but Jesus CHRIST and him crucified. 

By grace we are saved thro' faith, saith the Apostle, 


and that n of ourselves; it is the gift of God, Eph. ii. 8 


The Methodists therefore so far from depre— 
clating the necessity of moral obligation, are 
amongst its most strenuous and powerful adyocates; 
they place it on the only foundation on which it 
can exist, and they hold faith as the strongest in— 
centiye to the practtice of 1t. 

Much severe censure has of late years been 
passed upon certain vehement expressions made 
use of in gur Meeting Houses; and the people 
who have thus given way to their feelings, by 
crying aloud for mercy when they have been con- 
vinced of sin, have been made the subjects of ri- 
dicule and contempt. . Before I became a Me- 


ings as any ether person could be; but when I 


thodist, I was equally as inimical to these proceed- 


| 
| 
| 


recollet the emotions of my own mind at the 
time I was first converted to God, I can no lon- 
ger be surprized at the same feelings in others, 
causing them to break out into loud and repeated 
ejaculations, and giving rise to such out ward signs 
and expressions, as can only be the effect of strong 
internal agitation. When in the ordinary affairs 
of liſe we are oppressed with grief, or elated with, 
Joy, do not our countenance, our words, and our 
gestures evidently bespeak the state of our mind? 
And shall we wonder that a man just made sensi- 
ble of his ruined condition by nature, and seeing 
himself guilty before God, should be so filled 
with terror and alarm, as to fall prostrate at the 
throne of grace, and pray aloud for pardon and 
mercy ? And on the other hand, when the sinner 
thus awakened experiences the pardoning love 
of God, and feels within him the Power of God unto 
sal vation, is it matter of astonishment if such a 

one, awhile forgetful of the Place wherein he is, 

break out suddenly into exclamations of praise 

and thanksgiving, and in the language of the 
Psalmist, call upon the people to give thanks 

unto the Lord for his goodness, to exalt him in [ 
the assembly of the elders, to serve him with | 


gladness, and come before His presence with 
thanksgiving ; For he hath brought me out of 
darkness and the shadow of death, he hath. ] 
broken my bonds asunder; he hath redeemed 
me from the hand of my enemy ; he hath 
visited me with his sal vation. O! that 0 
men would therefore praise the Lord for his 
goodness, and ſor his wonderful works to the | 
children of men! Psalms 100. 106. 107. | 

Whoever reads the accounts of con- 
viction recorded in the New Testament, par- 
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"ticularly those mentioned in the Adds, will fd 


that when men were converted under the preach- 


ing of the Apostles, their distress of soul was 
very great, that % y were pricked in their hearts. Acts, 
ii. 37. that they caine trembling and fell down, im- 
portunately crying out Sire, what must we do io be 
Saved. Acts, xvi. 30. 

I would not be understood from what I have 


said, to approve altogether, much less to encou- 
rage these vociferous meetings; for I believe the 


grand work of conversion may be carried on with 
equal effect in perfect silence; but I have adduced 
the above instances only to prove that such ex- 
pressions of fervour, are not as many have sup- 
posed, inconsistent with true Religion, and do 
not originate merely from an heated imagination. 
And it is my real opinion, founded on good 

authority, that they have often heen the fruits 
of a sincere Repentance, and that in many cases 
if these meetings have not immediately produced, 
they have at least preceeded a total rejormation 
of life and manners, amongst numbers of the 
inferior classes of society. 

It appears however to me, that when these 
sudden conversions happen in a public place of 
Worship, it is far more eligible, where it can be 
done, for the person so affected to retire into a 


private house, accompanied by one or two of 
his friends, who may exhort and pray with him till 


his soul be set at libert,, and his mind made 
happy. 

Mean time, let us remember that we have 
different wa»s of expressing the same feelings; 
and we should make allowances for the difference 
of disposition, of constitution, of education and 
gt habit. 
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Instead therefore of censuring as prepoates 
vous and absurd, those actions in others which 
do not accord with our owa ideas and feelings upon 
the subject, let us rather bear with one anothers 
failings, cast a veil over their imperfections; and 
howsoever we ma, differ from some of our 
brethren in matters of small moment, let us 
put away from us all büterness, and wrath, aud anger, 
and clamour, and evil speaking, with all malice. Eph. 


i”. 31. and endeavour as far as we can, to bvs 


peaceably and amicably with all Men. 


Section, g. 


Of the gener al Character of the Preachers. 
OUR blessed Lord previous to his death, 


animated his Apostles with an encouraging 
promise of Divine assistance, requisite for all 
their future engagements, affectionately. assur- 
ing them that he would not leave them com- 
fortless. I will pray the Father and he shall groe 
you another comforter, that he may abide with you 

ever; even the spirit of truth. He shall teach 
you all things and bh ing all things to your remem- 
brance whatsoever I bave said unto you. John, 14. 
16. & 26. Accordingly we read, that when 
the day of Pentecost was fully come, they wer 2 all 
with one accord in one place. And Suddenly there 
came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty 
Toind, and it filled all the house tobere they were 
sitling. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues 
like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began 


* 


* peal with other tongues, os the Spirit gave then 
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In consequetice of this divine influence, 
Apostles were inspired with the knowledge 
of different languages, went into various coun- 
tries, spake the word with boldness, and were 
enabled to confirm their mission by miracles 


and other spiritual gifts. Now, altho“ these 


© miraculpys powers were confined to the early 


{ 


ages of Christianity, yet the saving and sanc- 
tifying graces of the spirit still remain. 
For the manifestation of the spirit is green lo 
efefy man to profit with. 1. Cor. xii. 7. 
But there is @ diversity of gifts, or differ- 
ent operations of the same spirit. To some 
is given in a fore” remarkable degree the 
spirit of faith ; to others the spirit of 
prayer, and to others the'spirit of resignation. 
Some are gifted with shining talents, whose 


light may illumine those who sit in darkness; 


whilst others in humble and obscure stations 


are made happy in the love of God, and enjoy 


in silence a sweet serenity of mind, which can 


only arise from the secret workings of God's 


Spirit upon their -souls. Again, some are cal- 
led in a more especial manner to preach the 
Gospel, and are endowed with gifts which ena- 


- ble them to discharge the duties of their mi- 


* nistry, with boldness and with effect. 


And that this gift proceeds immediately 
from God, or the particular operation of the 


spirit, is evident ſrom many passages of the New 


Testament. We find iu the tenth Chapter of the 
Acts, both Jews and Gentiles were converted 
under the Preaching of Peter, and that as soon 
as the gift of the Holy Ghost was poured upon 
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them, they Spake with 1 and magnified God. 


Ters:. 45. 46. And if, as we are informed 
holy men of God spake as they were moved 
by the spirit, 2 Peter 1. 21. so it is equally 
certain that at this day no man can gay that Je- 
Sus is the Lord but by the Holy Ghost.. 1. Cor. 12. 3, 
It is not necessary that a Minister of the 
Gospel should be a man of extensive know- 
ledge, oſ a polished education, or naturally st:ong 
parts. So far is this from being required, that 
the Apostle tells us the wisdom of this world ts 
foolishness with God. 1 Cor. iii. 19. Where is the 
Wise ? where 15 the 8 ? where is the disputer of this 
world? hath not God made foolisch the things of this 
world? x Cor. I. xXx. Out of the mouths of babes 
and sucklings, God hath ordained strength. Which things 
alio we .speak not in the word mans wisdom teacheth; 
Gut which the Holy Ghost teacheth. 1. Cor. 2. xiii. 
Many of our Preachers are men of, mean 
birth, without . education, accustomed to earn 
their livelihood by manua! labour, and have 
enjoyed tew of those advantages of reading 
and conversation, which are so amply afforded 
to the higher classes of Society. Their manners 
may be unpolished, their language coarse, the 
scund of their voice unharmonious, and their 
expression vulgar, yet with all these defects, 
they shall preach with power, and shall be in- 
st umental in bringing many souls to repentance, 
ard to the knowledge of the true God. Surely 
tle Lord is with them, 7 it not they that Speak 
tut the spirit of their Father which speaketh in them. 


[ Mat. 10. KK. 


5 The qualifications therefore which the rules 
of our Society require, for a Preacher to be re- 
. ceived into full connection are the following, 
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He must have experienced the pardoning love 
of God. He must have the love of God abiding 
in him. He must seek and desire nothing but 
the Glory of God, and be holy in all manner 
of conversation. He must have read and stu- 
died the Scripture, and have a just conception 
of salvation by faith, and the sanctifying influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit. He must have a 
tolerable degree of utterance. He must speak 
justly, readily and clearly; and evidence must 

given that some have been truly convinced 


of sin, and converted to God by his Preaching. 


*As long as these marks concur in any one, 
we believe he is called of God to Preach. These 
we receive as sufficient proof, that he is moved 
thereto by the Holy Ghost.” * 

If we consider our Preachers in their mi- 
nisterial capacities, we find them exceeding ac- 
tive and laborious in the discharge of their func- 


tions. They seldom pass over a day without 


preaching somewhere; not content with their 
duty on appointed days at their own Chapels, 
they traverse the Country round, officiating at va- 
rious private houses, seeking out opportunities 


of doing good, advising, exhorting, reproving 


and praying with the people as they see occa- 
sion. Not having the fear of man before them 


they speak the truth with boldness and simpli- 


city; they adapt their manner and their sub- 
ject to the situation, wants, and disposition of 
their hearers; they attack their darling sins, and 
combat their most rooted prejudices; their dis- 
courses are alike cal-ulated to awaken the im- 


penitent sinner, and to pour the balm of conso- 


lation into the broken and contrite spirit. 


And those who have already been justified 


*Wesleys Minutes 
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by faith, and have he "love of God thed abroad 
im their hearts, are powerfully invited to tand 


fast in that liberty, wherewith Christ hath made them free, 
and to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit in 
all goodness, and righteousness, and truth. Ephe. v, g. 


It is the business also of the Preachers, 


to meet the Classes occasionally, to be present 
at al the Love Feasts, and to meet the 
Society after public service on the Sabbath, 


when opportunity occurs. In the private walks 


of life, the character of our Preachers is in ge- 
neral distinguished by an uniformity of con- 
duct, corresponding to the doctrines they teach. 


They endeavour to adorn the Gospel of God 
their Saviour in all things. They are regular and 
constant in their devotions, in family pray- 


er and private meditations ; their manners sim- 


ple, their conversation edifying, their dress plain, 


and their deportment grave. They are seldom 


or never triflingly employed, they have neither 
time nor inclination to mix in the giddy 
amusements of the world; They do not affect 
to be gentlemen; they look upon themselves 
as the servants of all. They are temperate 
and sober, have no supernumerary hours to waste 
in sleep; their chief study is, how to redeem 


the time, and their greatest pleasure consists 


in reclaiming men from sin, in beholding the 
downfall of the kingdom of Satan, and the 
diffusion of religious light and liberty. But 
there is still another point of view in which I 
Shall consider them before I close this Chapter, 
and that is, as visiters of sick and dying persons. 

Their affectionate exhortations, and fervent 
prayers in behalf of the unhappy sufferers, are 
often rendered great blessings. No time is lost 
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in unnecessary enquiries, in idle specũlations, or 


abstract reasonings; if the have lived in wick- 
edness, they are earnestiy solicited to call upon 
the Lord, saying, God be ' merciful to me a 
sinner! They are directed to fly to that foun- 


tain for guilt and sin which is open to all, 


and by, which alone they can be clean sed 
from their iniquities. Believe in the Lord Jesus 


Christ aud thou shalt be saved. God desireth not 
the death of a sinner ; he invites you; he en- 


courages you to come unto him; he points out 


a road by which you may find access, thro' 
faith; Christ has not only died for your sins, 


but now liveth, making intercession for you at 


the right hand of his Father. Give him then 


your whole heart ; cast all your care upon him 


who careth for 1 ou, pray to him to give you faith; 
cry to him for mercy; remember that 
Christ came not to call the righteous but sin- 
ners to repentance, that i blood can wh the 
foulest clean, that the grace of God is sufficient 
for you, that his strength is perfected in your 


weakness. © Look up, be of good cheer, per- 
haps this night your sins may be forgiven you. 
God himself waiteth to make you happy; 


the angels of Heaven shall rejoice in your 
conversion, and you shall find joy and peace 


and rest to your souls.“ | 

When called to visit those who have liv- 
cd in the fear and love of God, our Preach- 
ers endeavour to bring to their recollection the 


_ gracious promises of the Gospel, and the hap- 


py end which awaits the righteous ; they attempt 
to impress upon their minds, those passages of 
c rpture in particular, where the Deity is repre- 
sented as delighting in mercy, rather than in 


03 

judgment, as chastening every on whom he 
loveth, as afflicting us only to bring us, near- 
er to himself; to prove our faith, to try our 
patience, and at last to crown us with a bright- 
er diadem. They tenderly exhort them to 
hold fast the beginning of their confidence unto he end, 
to count the sufferings of this life as gain, 
to look forwards to that blessed inheritance 
which is reserved for the samts on high, 
where sorrow, pain, and sickness shall flce a- 
way, where those that have sown in tears, shall 
reap in joy, and where they shall be as the an- 
gels of heaven, singing praises to God and the 
Lamb, to the endless ages of eternity. 

Several are the instances I myself have 
witnessed of the happy fruits of these visits. 

Many a troubled soul hath foun«. rest, ma- 
ny a weeping heart hath leap'd for joy; the sting 
of Death has been withdrawn; the grave has 
lost hi: victory. Even now whilst I am wri- 
ting this, there are some whom TI could menti- 
en praising God and triumphing in hope, whose 
teeble tongues can scarcely articulate their Re- 
deemer's name, whose abode here will be ve- 
ry short; probably in a few days their worn 
out bodies will be consigned to the dark and 
dreary chambers of the grave, and their en- 
raptured souls wing their flight to the — 
of bliss and glory. 
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and regulate our conduct. To be a Christian 


but to be acquainted experimentally with the 
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Settion, 4. 
4 the influence of Methodism, on Human happiness 


and Conduct. 


f BY *the term Methodism, I would not be 


understood to signify a system of opinions con- 
fined altogether to a particular sect of Christ- 


ians. There are no doubt in the Church, and 
in every Religious Society, men, who are orna- 


ments to their proſession, whose life and conduct 


are in exact conformity to the doctrines they 


preach, and whose highest ambition it is, to 
render themselves useful to their fellow creatures. 


- When therefore I speak of Methodism, I use 


the word not from prepossession or from choice, 
but because it has been applied by way of dis- 
tinction to that class of people, with whom I 
have lately entered into connection. So that 


in considering the present part of my subject, 
I must be supposed to refer equally to all those 
Christians where ever they are, who hold opi- 


nions similar to those of the Methodists, and 


whose life and conversation are corresponding 


thereunto. 


Opinions. or principles of belief, are only 
valuable so far as they influence our happiness, 


by name or Profession is a very easy thing: 
grand truths of Christianity, is not always so 


readily attainable. We cannot serve two masters; 
we cannot be the servants of the vorld and 
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the Children of God at the same time; and 
as long as we halt between two opinions, we 
ought not to be disappointed if we find hap- 
piness in neither. Si: 
My friend will pardon me, if I call te 
his recollection a sentiment he has more than 
once expressed in my hearing, viz. that there 
was nothing in this world worth living for, 
that Human existence was a complicated series 
of calamity and distress, and that even its 
highest enjoyments never failed to leave a sting 
behind. From whence, give me leave to enquire, 
do these gloomy ideas originate? Are they 
founded in reality ? Does the experience of others 
confirm them? Do they not rather arise from 
Some misapprehension and misconduct of your own, 
which have led you to seek for happiness where 
it is not to be found? to go in quest of pleasures, 
which from the very nature of things are sure 
to end in disappointment and remorse ? In short 
a man without Religion, is like a ship without 
pilot. He is cast to and fro, tost upon the 
waves of uncertainty, agitated by contending 
passions, and if he experience now and then 
a temporary calm, it only serves to render 
the succeeding storm so much the more ter- 

rible. 55 
But Religion, real and experimental Re- | 
ligion, affords very different prospects. It 
sweetens the bitter cup, it pours balm into the ö 
bleeding heart; it smooths the rugged paths | 
of life; in affliction it inspires hope, patience in j 
adversity, and consolation in every time of trou- 
ble. It reconciles us to the loss of forune, 
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pf fame, of friends. It enables us to forgive 
our Enemies, to pray for 'our persecators; and 
to love those ' who despitefully use us, It ren- 
4 ders us content with our situation in life what- 
1 ever it be; it effectually secures to us the ap- 
Probation of our own conscience, and in short 
affords us such a peace and Serenity of mind, 
as the world can neither give nor take 
away 7 | 7 
And this is not mere hors "NIEL 
4 has abundantly proved it; my own recent 
| observation hath confirmed it; and if we rea- 
son ypon h. subject, we ball. find it cannot 
be otherwise. 
5 The true believer is dene to encounter 
| every difficulty. Opfosition only serves to re- 
| double his zeal, and e very trial he meets with 
in his Chris jan race, he regards as a means 
afforded him of exercising the ' virtues of pati- 
ei ce, ſorbèarance, and resignation to the will 
Of. God, and of proving his unshaken fidelity 
4 to his Lord and Master. He looks upon the 
g Christian life as a state of warfare; and he sees 
1 himself encompassed by enemies from without, and 
. from within; and if he experience the hatred, 
the ridicule, or contempt f the world, it is no 
more han he expected; it is what he was suf- 
q _ficiently f rewarned f. If the world hate you, saiih 
6 our Savicur, ' ye know that it hated me before it hated 
gen. Tf ye were of the world, the world would love this 
þ ., own ©, but because ye are not of the world, but T have cho- 
* en you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you, 
| _, Remember the word that I said unte you, that the servant 
= .25 not greater than his Lord, if they have persecuted me, they 
8 WI alto persecute you ; if they have kept my saving, 
| they will keep your's also. But all tbese things will they 
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do unto you for my names sake, because they know not him 


that gent me. John xv. 18. 19. 20. 21. In the same. 


Chapter, verse 33. we read In the world ye shall 


have tribulation : but be of good cheer ; I have overcome 


the world. | 
The sincere Christian therefore is content 
to suffer as well as to do the will of God. 
He is content to deny himself. to take up his 
cross and follow his Master. He reckons the g- 
ferings of this present time, not worthy lo be compa- 
red with the glory which Shall be revealed hereafter ; 


afflictions he esteems as blessings in disguise, . 


and tho* froubled on every side, yet he is not di s- 
tressed ; tho* perplexed, yet not in desbair; persecut= 
ed, but not forsaken, cast down, yet not destroyed, 
2 Cor. iv. 8. 9. As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing, 
as poor, yet making many rich, as having nothing, 
and yet possessing all things. 2. Cor. vi. 10. 
But again, not only the poor and the af- 
flicted, but the rich and prosperous are bene= 
fited by Christian experience. The Scripture 
represents riches as a great obstacle to the 
kingdom of God, and the. reason appears t9 
be that they are apt to create in us too strong 
an attachment to the things of time and sense, 
and on this account render us less anxious 
about our spiritual and eternal welfare. Riches 
are either a blessing or a curse, according to 
the use made of them. They afford us means 
of doing good in a variety of ways, and ſor 


this purpose they seem to have been given 


us; and when so employed, they redound to 
the glory of God, and the good of our own 
souls. Now a 


uncharitable man, He experiences in his own 
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mind, that it is truly more blessed to give 
than to receive, that he that groeth to the poor 
Jendeth to the Lord, and that it shall be paid 
him again, if not in this world, in that which 
is to come. The love of God abiding in him 
constrains him to love all mankind ; and he 
endeavours as far as he can, to tread in the 
steps of his master, going about seeking to do 
good. In his prosperity he forgets not that God 
from whom he hath derived every thing he 
possesses; he sets a just value upon every 
temporal blessing, eats the bread of thankfulness, 
and studies to glorify his Maker in every thought, 
word, and 4 lion. He finds that the yoke of 
Christ 7s easy, and his burden light ; that the 
service he is engaged in is perfect freedom, 
that where the spirit of the Lord is, thee is liberty. 

He loses all relish for the pleasures of sin and 
vanity ; his views are too lofty, his desires too 
elevated to rest satisfied with any thing short 
of the Divine presence ; and his happiest hours 
are spent in his own closet, in the company 
and conversation of his religious friends, and 
in acts of piety to God, and henevolence to 
his fellow creatures. In youth he can look 
forward with pleasing expectation ; in old 
age he looks back with satisfaction. 

In short, the man who has once received 
assurance of the forgivenness of his sins, 
and views his God as a reconciled father in 
Christ Jesus, regards every event that befalls 
him, as the immediate appointment of the Di- 
vine Being, and holds fast that blessed pros 
pect of immortality which. the gospel affords 
to every true believer, such a one I say, 
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must be happy ; and whatsoever temptations 
he may be exposed to, whatsoever crosses he 
may meet with, he will still be enabled by Di- 
vine grace to come off more than conqueror thro' him 
that hath loved him. 

The principles of Methodism have been 
grosly misunderstood. We have been charged 
with pride and uncharitableness ; and because 
we do not partake in the common amusements 
of life, and enter into scenes of gaiety and dis- 
sipation, we are supposed to be inimical to 
friendly and chearſul intercourse. But let me 
ask in what does our pride consist? do we 
shew it in our persons, in our dress, in 
our conversation, in our dealings with man- 
kind ? Are we ambitious of fame or of the good 
opinion and applause of the world ? Do we boast 
of our own strength, of our own abilities and 
acquirements? Do we disdain to visit the af- 
flicted ? Do we look with contempt upon those 
who differ from us in principles ? Do we not 
rather debase and humble ourselves in our own 
eyes, denying ourselves the merit of every thing 
that we do acceptable in the sight of God ; 
and if we glory, we glory in the name and 
power of the Lord Jesus Christ. Can we be 
said to be uncharitable, when we employ a 
considerable portion of our vacant time in of- 
fices of humanity and kindness to our fellow 
creatures, in endeavouring to nstruct the ignorant, 
and to reclaim the wicked ; when we can sym- 
pathize freely with a brother or sister in dis- 
tress, and rejoice sincerely in the conversion of 
every penitent soul? It is our constant prayer 
that a//fmay come to the knowledge of the truth, 
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and be saved; and it is no breach of Charity to 
say, that there is but one road to Heaven, 
one name only, by which we can be saved; 
and that if any one reje the plan of redemp- 
tion laid down in the Gospel, or in the words 
of St. John, entereth not by the door into the Sheep- 
fold but climbeth up some other way, the same is a 
thief and a robber. I am the door ; saith our Lord, 
by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and 
Shall go in and out, and shall find pasture. John. x. 9. 
As therefore we are assured from Scrip- 
ture, that we can never merit Heaven by our 
works, and as there is but one way of salvation, 
so far is the preaching of this doctrine from 
being uncharitable, that it appears to me the 
greatest act of Kindness, the highest ofhce of 
humanity to promulgate it by every means in our 
power, and this we must do if we have any 
real regard to the eternal and spiritual con- 
cerns of mankind. For what doth it profit a 
man if he gain the whole world and lose his own 
Soul ? or That sball a man give in exchange for his 
Soul ? 
And why should we be deemed unsociable 
or averse to friendly intercourse ? is it because 
we can employ ourselves agreeably without the 
b aid of cards, dancing, plays, and other amuse- 
i ments of a similar nature? because we deal 
5 not in un meaning compliments, and our dis-- 
| course is not embelliched with strokes of sa- 
lj tire, or lively sallies of wit and humour? We 
1» enjoy the pleasures of religious conversation 
too much to stand in need of any of these en- 
tertainments. We delight to tell and to hear 
of the goodness of our heavenly Father; and 
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our fellowship with God is often strength- 
ened by the free and unrestrained manner in 
which we communicate our sentiments. 
But further, The influence of Mcthodism 
| 1s chiefly observable among the lower orders 
| of society. It is to the poor, to the ignorant, 


to the simple, that the preaching of the Me- 

, thodists is rendered more particularly useful. 

Many are the instances in which men of 

ö the most abandoned characters have been re- 

n claimed; drunkards have become sober, sab- 

; bath breakers have been brought to esteem a 


N it their highest privilege and greatest delight 
l to keep that day holy ; and swearers have 
a ceascd to take the name of the Lord in vain. 
f Discontent, idleness, and proflicacy, of every 
r kind have been banished ; and men have learnt 
/ 
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to be satisfied with what God and the labour 
of their own hands have provided for them, 
and to be diligent in their respective callings, 
* and active in the discharge of the relative and 
5 social duties of life. 
The poor our Saviour tells us, have the 
C Gospel preached unto them; and St. James 
e says, has not God chosen the poor of this world rich 
e in faith and heirs of the kingdom ? 
- In humble and obscure stations, men 
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l having less to attach them to this world, have 
— more ample opportunities of living near to 
— God, and of growing in grace; and in this 
e way distress and affliction sometimes operate 
n by constraining us as it were to apply to Gog 
2 for succour and for consolation, when we fing 
Th that vain is the help of man, and there is no_ 1 


6: thing on earth which can give us that assistancg 
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our souls stand in need of It is in the hour 
of sickness and upon the bed of death, when the 
cheering influence of true Religion shines upon 
the heart in its full lustre; it is when we 
are forsaken and rejected by men, that God 
is ever present and dear unto us; and it is 
this alone which will enable us like the Apos- 
tles of old, to rejoice in tribulation, knowing 
that though many be the afflictions of the righte- 
ous, the Lord delivereth him out of them all. Psalms 
XXX1V. 19. 


Section, 5. 
Of my own Experience in Religious matters. 


I come now to treat of the most interest.. 
ing part of my subject. 

I am aware that the account I am about 
to give of what I call my own experience, will 
be viewed by different people in different lights. 
The greater part will look upon me as an en- 
thusiast ; some who have my interest at heart, 
and whom next to God I believe it my duty to 
reverence and. obey, will regard me perhaps 
with an eye of pity, and be sorry that I should 
bave exposed myself as they think to the ridi- 
cule of the world; some may be apt to charge 
me with presumption, whilst others, who have 
experienced similar convictions themselves, will 
rejoice and congratulate me on the occasion, and 


| hail me as a friend and brother in Jesus Christ. 


In my first letter I gave an account of the 
reasons which induced me to embrace the Christ- 
jan Religion as a Revelation from God; in my 
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second and former part of this, I have assigned 
my motives for uniting myself with the society | 
of Methodists. I shall now attempt to describe | 
as concisely as possible, the state of my mind, 
and the convictions I at different times experienced ö 
from the period that I began to think seriously {| 
to the present moment, And may that God | 
who knows I cannot deceive him, and that I 1 
have no intention to deceive others, assist me in ; 
writing the words of soberness and truth! and if He 1 
vouchsafe to render these letters instrumental in ! 
the conversion of a single soul, I shall esteem 
my time usefully employed, and my labour well | 
rewarded. 
It was about the middle of September, when | 
I began to have any very serious impressions. "1 
For some time before I had often been uneasy 
and discontented in my mind ; I was never com- 
fortable when alone; and when I went into 
Company, Istill found a something wanting to 
render society perfectly agreeable and congenital 
to my own taste. The general topics of conver- 
sation appeared to me rather frivolous and 
uninstructive. I did not find that enjoyment | 
in the amusements of life which others who JN 
partook in them appeared to do, and many of | 
them were succeeded with disappointment and 
regret. I had more pleasure frequently in the 
anticipation, than I realized in the possession of | 
the objects in view. And when I came to reflect 
deliberately on the manner I was spending mv | 
time, and the little satisfaction which it afforded | 
| 


me, I felt a consciousness of having acted wrong - 
and made resolutions to reform. But making 
them in my own strength, and relying on my | 
own natural exertions-to accomplish them, they | 
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were to no purpose; and the least temptation 
coming in the way plunged me afresh into those 
very follies J had a little before determined to 
renounce. Thus it is that the light of nature 
and the efforts of unassisted reason, are but ſeeble 
bariers, when opposed to the influence of custom, 
and the power of temptation; 

Finding however less and less satisfaction in 
thecourse I was pursuing, I mixed less frequently 
with the world, avoided its amusements, and spent 
the greatest part of my leisure time in private. 
Solitude soon became no longer irksome; my 
books were my companions, and my own 
thoughts my delight, I found myself happier 
in proportion as I secluded myself from-company. 
I could think of nothing with satisfaction but 
Religion, and all conversation, which had not 
this for its object, appeared to me dry and unin- 
teresting. I began to pray earnestly that God 
would enlighten my understanding, that he would 
remove my doubts and fears, and establish my faith 
on a sure and solid foundation. Some $2rmons 
which 1 heard about this time, together with 
several conversations which I had upon religious 
subjects with different people, stimulated me in 
my desires after truth. I grew more ſond of 
retirement ; reading, meditation, private prayer, 
social worship, and the. company of a religious 
friend, constituted my highest felicity. I was 
anxious to redeem the time ] had so shamefully 
squandered, and to devote the rest of my days 
to the service cf my God and the good of my 
fellow creatures. The Bible was my peculiar 
study, I perused it with delight and improvement. 
The more I rad, the more clearly I saw my 
own ignorance, my own inabilty to help myself, 


15 


and the sinſulness of my past conduct. But 
I disco vered likewise. a way open for the re- 
mission of sins and that the blood of jesus Christ 
cleanseth from all unrighteousness. I saw the neces- 
sity of becoming a x2w creature in Christ, that 
without faith I could not please God, and that 
without Divine grace I could not perform the 
Divine will. I was sensible of my want of faith; 
the fear of man and the power of sin, tho' some- 
what diminished, still reigned unsubdued in my 
heart; and tho' I felt no relish for the pleasures 
I had formerly indulged in, I did not yet ex- 
perience that inward peace and joy which the 
Scripture assures us is the privilege of the righ- 
teous. I continued to go to Church on a sunday 
when opportunity occurred, and to the method- 
ist meeting as often as I could. I was much 
assisted by the prayers of my friends as well 
as my own ; and amongst other books which 
I read, 1 think it my duty to mention one in 
particular, which was remarkably profitable to 
me ; and that was Mr. Fletcher's appeal to mat- 
ter of fact and common sense. 

My mind now became uncommonly active ; 


ideas crouded in upon me so fast and in such 


SUCCESSION, as almost to banish sleep; I could 
not bear to sit long at table during meals, I 
lived very temperately, and notwithstanding the 
present agitated state of my spirits, I went thro' 
my business, with ease and alacrity. I cannot 

Say that I had yet had any distinct assurance 
of the ſorgiveness of my sins and acceptance 
with God ; but I felt an indescribable convicti- 
on in my mind that he would pardon me, and 
receive me into his favour, and adopt me as 
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iis child, before he took me hence. This con 
\iction was an unspeakable source of comfort 
and happiness to me; I prayed more fervently 
than ever; and my thoughts were almost con- 
tinually directed to Heaven and Heavenly things. 
But the time now approached when my hopes 
were more than realized, my expectations more 
than answered. Mr. Gibbons one of our Preachers, 
calling at a house where I was visiting, after some 
conversation had passed, went as usual to pray=- 
er. My mind was affected in a remarkable 
manner during the whole time I was upon my 
knees. I felt what I cannot express; I was 
overpowered, I scarce knew with what ; I was 
agitated with alternate emotions of fear and 
hope, of sorrow and of joy. When the pray- 
er was concluded, I wept bitterly ; I shed tears; 
but they were the tears of joy. Gratitude and 
love absorbed every other feeling; I saw as it 
were, the sins of my whole life, set in ar- 
ray before me, and at the very same instant 
all blotted out in the blood of the Lamb. 

I saw myself freely justified; I was ena- 
bled to look up. to God as a reconciled father, 
and I felt the sprrit itself bearing witness with my 
spirit that I was a child of God. Rom. vili. 16. 
Praise the Lord O my soul, and all that is within 
me prat.e his holy name, was the constant language 
of my heart. I was indeed born again; old things 
were passed away, all things were become new. 
Every doubt and every fear vanished; my 
faith was strong, and I experienced such a live- 
ly hope of the glory which is to come, that I 
was equally resigned to die as live. I view'd 
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myself in the light of a prisoner set at large; 
my chains were broken; my t soul free; I breath- 
ed a new atmosphere; my mind acquired new 


vigour, and my whole body was full of light. I 


had before lived to myself alone; I now felt 
alive to God ; I had formerly trusted in my 
own strength, I now relied on the merits of 
my Saviour. My past life had been a scene of 
contending passions, a succession of vanity, folly 
and disquietude; my greatest enjoyment now 
consisted in close communion with God, and 
in sentiments of adoration and praise for the 
manifestation of his pardoning mercy. I ex- 
perienced hat perfect love which casteth out fear ; 
I found indeed that wisdoms ways are ways of 
pleasantness, and all her paths are peace; that the 
Service of God is freedom and that There the Spirit 
of Lord is, there is liberty I could sleep but 
little; gratitude and ejaculations of prayer and 
thanksgiving kept me waking a long time aſter 
I went to bed; there was one night in particular 
in which I think I never closed my eyes to 
sleep, but continued singing praises and liſting 
up my heart to God till I rose in the morning. 
The gracious promises of the Gospel were im- 
pressed powerfully on my mind. I did trul 

find, that having first sought the Kingdom of God 
and his righteousness, all other things were added unto 
me. I had not a wish respecting myself ungra- 
tified. Time appeared too short; and yet 
the prospect of Eternity was glorious to contem- 
plate. Death had lost its sting; the boasting 
grave its victory. I realized a paradise on earth, 


I imagined I saw a spirit of Religion diffusing 


itself around me on every side; almost every house 


seemed to be an house of prayer; and I thought 
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that by a few words I could bring every body 
to embrace the same faith as myself. TI wished 
for others to be partakers of that happiness I 
experienced, and that we might all unite with 
one voice and one heart, to praise the Lord for 
his goodness, and be as one fold under one sbep- 
berd. 
saw now the providence of God exem- 
plified in every past event and circumstance of 
my life. Proofs of his wisdom, his power and 
goodness were manifested in those very occur- 
ences which had formerly given me pain, and 
which I then regarded as serious evils. I saw 
that those whom I had looked upon as enemies 
ought rather to be esteemed amongst my real 
Friends; for the uneasiness they had caused me 
had contributed to bring me to a thoughtful 
state of mind, to an earnest waiting upon God, 
and to scek for happiness where alone it was 
to be found. Often did I repeat with delight 
these words of the Poet. | 
C 
Now I'll sing of Jesu's merit 
Sprinkled by Redeeming blood ; 
And my weary troubled spirit 
Now finds rest in thee my God. 
I am safe and I am happy 
When in thy dear arms I lie 
Sin and Satan cannot harm me 
Whilst my Saviour is so nigh. 
Q , 
Now T'll sing of Jesu's merit 
Tell the world of his dear name, 
And if any ask his Spirit 
He is still the very same. 
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He that asketh soon receiveth; 
He that seeketh soon shall find; 
Come, for whosoe*'er beleiveth 
He will never cast behind. 


Now our Counsellor is pleading 
With his Father and our God, 
He for us 1s interceding, 

By the purchase of his blood ! 
Hark ! methinks I hear him praying 
Father, save them; I have died: 
And the Father answering, saying 

They are freely justified. 


A Sermon which I one day heard Mr. 
Pritchard preach on the subject of Charity, af- 
fected me very sensibly. I was convinced 
that tho' I loved God, I had not loved my 
neighbour as I ought; that I had not done 
altogether to others what I should wish others 
to do unto me. And I considered that the 
best proof I could afford of my love to God, 
was the exercise of universal love and goodwill 
towards all men. As God therefore had for- 
given me my sIns, I was constrained to forgive 
all who I thought had offended or injured me. 
1 was dead to every impression of anger or 
resentment, I regarded all mankind as my equals. 
I sympathized with the afflicted; visited, relie- 
ved, and comforted to the best of my ability the 
sick and the needy; I found it more profitable 
to go to the house of mourning than to the house of 
feasting; I wept with those that wept, and rejoi- 
ced with those that did rejoice. I experienced 
now the value of health and other temporal 
blessings, and che possessiou of these excited in 
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me fresh sentiments of gratitude, and demanded 
constant returns of thankfulness and praise. 
My heart was devoted to God; my thoughts 
centered in him, I feared neither the censures 
nor courted the applause of the world, I endea- 
voured to have in view the Glory of God in all 
my words and actions. I could say with the 
Psalmist* The Lord is my light and my sabvation : 
whom hall I fear? the Lord is the Strength of my 
life: of whom shall I be afraid? As the hart 
panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul af- 
ter thee O God. ham have in Heaven but thee, 
and there is none upon earth I desire in comparison of thee. 
day in thy courts is better than a thousand; I 
had rather be a door keeper in the house of my God, 
than to dwell in the tents of wickedness; for the Lord 
is my Sun and my Shield; the strength of wy heart 
and my portion for ever. 
Mr. Charles Wesley in one of his hymns, 
represents so well the state of the soul when new- 
ly converted to God, and his description accord 
so exactly with my own feelings at the time, 
that I shall make no apology tor inserting it here. 
I 

How happy are they 

Who the Saviour obey, 
And have laid up their treasure above ! 

Tongue cannot express 

The sweet comfort and peace 
Of a soul in its earliest love. 

2 

That comſor: was mine, 

When the ſavour divine 
I first ſound in the blood of the Lamb; 

When my heart it believ'd, 
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What a joy I receiv'd, 
What a Heaven in Jesus's name! 


"F'was a Heaven below 
My Saviour to know ; 
The angels could do nothing more 
F han fall at his feet, 
And the story repeat, 
And the lover of sinners adore, 


4 
Tesus all the day long 
Was my joy and my song: 
O that all his salvation might ce 
He hath lov'd me, I cried, 
He hath suffer'd and died, 


To redeem such a rebel as me. 


On the wings of his love 
J was carried above 
All sin, and temptation, and pain , 
I could not beleive 
That I ever should grieve, 
That I ever should — again. 


I rode on the iy 
Freely justified I 
Nor envied Elijah his seat; 
My soul mounted higher 
In a chariot of fire, 
And the moon it was under my ſeet. 


Oh! the . height 
Of that holy delight 
Which I felt in thy life-giving blood : 
Of my Saviour possest 
I was perfectly blest, 
As if fill'd with the fulness of God. 
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It is not to be wondered at, that my present 
conduct should appear so strange in the eye 
of the world, as to lead many to suppose I had 
lost my reason and was beside myself. I found 
nevertheless, that I was equally capable of 
attend ing to business, and of discharging the ne- 
cessary duties of my calling, with credit to myself 
and satisfaction to others. But I am inclined 
to believe, that had this rapturous state of mind 
continued much longer, it would have been more 
than my strength could have supported; and it 
pleased God that I soon became more calm and 
composed, and I enjoyed a solid peace, which 
tho' less extatic, was infinitely superior to all the 
pleasures this world could afford, and which I 
would not have exchanged for the wealth of the 
Indies. This peace I still retain; I praise God 
night and day, it is my meat and drink to do his will. 
I know that it is God that worketh in me both to 
will and to do of his good pleasure; to him there- 
fore I ascribe all the glory of every action pleasing 


that 1s past, and I trust him for all that's to come.“ 
_ TI $till however feel the necessity of a watchtul 
and praying spirit. I feel that tho' the power 
of sin be subdued, yet, the liability to commit it 
still remains, and that when temptations assail and 
crosses intervene, my temperis apt to be ruffled, emo- 
tions of an unpleasant kind arise in my breast which 
tend to humble me in the dust and cause me 
to apply earnestly to the throne of grace, that God 
would renew my strength and establish my goings. 
I am thankful that God hath given me a ten- 
der conscience, and that the least omission of any 
known duty, as well as the commission of any 
actual sin, fills me with remorse and godly sorrow. 


and acceptable in his sight; I praise him for all 
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This teaches me my dependant state, is 
an excellent preservative against presumption 
and spiritual pride, and drives me continually 
to that fountain which 1s ever open to the sin- 
cere penitent. *©* Every moment Lord I need the 
merit of thy death”, and fresh supplies of grace. 
May that God who hath justified me freely sanctify 
e wholly and preserve my whole spirits cou and 
dy blameless unlo the commg of our Lord Tex: 
Obrist 

I have now spoken my mud freely 
and fully. I have discharged a duty which 1 
thought incumbent upon me to perform, and 
leave the event to God. 

cannot conclude without expressing a 

rateful acknowledgement of the many marks 
f candour and liberality I have experienced 
rom my friends. I have not only met with 
ess opposition than I expected, but I have 
zeen treated in many respects with a degree 
f tenderness and affection which I fear is not 
ry commonly displayed on like occasions. 
odd knows that the only circumstance which 
as afforded me any uneasiness is that my con— 
uct should not altogether be approved of by 
hose persons whom it is no less my interest 
ind inclination than my duty to please and o— 
zey. But if, when a man's ways please the Lord, 
e can make even his enemies to be at peace with him, 
ow much more may we expect that he will es- 
ablish union, harmony and love amongst those 
rho are related to each other by the ties of nature 
nd a long habit of social intercourse. 


J am vour sincere friend, 
Drisncy cy Alexat de F. 


enary, Ist. 1796. 
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